The Masked Avenger and his Horse Wheaties
                                                                              By Mark Traversino

     Over-the-hill Billy Payton is going down the tubes. Once nominated for an Academy Award, Billy hasn't worked in a film in five years; he turns down all job offers because he snobbishly regards them as below his 'once nominated for an academy award' image. To add to his impending doom, Alfie, his cousin and former manager, embezzled all of his money and vanished. His mansion in Beverly Hills is falling apart and Hollywood in-crowd wonder how he exists without work.

     Unbeknownst to all in Hollywood, Billy has mortgaged his mansion to his lottery-winning butler, George, ("Oh, no, Mr. Payton! It's only right that I buy my lottery ticket after you, sir").

        George’s wife, Cleo, the maid, is unhappy with the situation. She wanted George to buy the mansion next door so she wouldn't have to deal with Billy. However, good-natured George felt beholding to help Billy.  Self-centered Billy has never made a payment to George and has spent the little money he had left trying to keep up his Hollywood image.  

    To keep afloat while waiting for his big role and comeback, and with no survival skills, Billy has no choice but to accept an ultimatum from Cleo.  He becomes the butler and his wife Janet becomes the maid for George and Cleo. Janet is asked to do very little, but Cleo works Billy into the ground. Unable to deal with Billy's ego and lack of dignity any longer, Janet takes Billy Jr. and moves in with her mother. With Janet's departure, Cleo demands Billy's eviction from George. Billy realizes that he has no choice now but to accept the next role film role offered, regardless of what it is.

       Tiny Hill, Billy's agent, receives an offer for Billy to star in a low-budget film, "The Adventures of the Masked Avenger and his Horse, Wheaties." The film is about a masked urban crime fighter who chases crooks through the streets and alleys of: L.A., Little Tokyo, Watts, Hollywood, Korea Town, West L.A., Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills, the docks of Long Beach and San Pedro, and Venice Beach. In his pursuit, the Masked Avenger rides his super-horse "Wheaties," who has mini-rockets and a multitude of futuristic mini crime-fighting gadgets and scopes mounted on top and sides of his saddle.
       The film is written, and will be directed and produced by, two recent graduates from the University of Southern California Film School, Johnny Nickel and Ted Dyme, who have never made a film before. Billy's agent, Tiny Hill, tells Billy, "It's the only offer you got."  Billy has no choice.

        Film critic, Rex Swansong, who harbors a vendetta against Billy for marrying Janet (Billy's wife and Rex's old flame), crucifies Billy, the Masked Ranger, Nickel and Dyme and even Wheaties in his daily column.  Hollywood laughs when they read that Billy is now playing the part of a cowboy for "Nickel and Dyme Productions."

       To his surprise, Billy finds the role of the Masked Avenger socially redeeming and challenging. He pursues the part with zeal. All goes well, until the young, inexperienced filmmakers accidentally run over budget and production comes to a screeching halt. Billy laments, "All Hollywood laughed at me when I took this film. Now, they're going to laugh twice as hard because the film went broke!" To make matters worse, Billy hears that Janet is dating Rex Swansong (which she does only to spur Billy into action). Furious, Billy tries to raise money to finish the film, but is unable.
       Tiny Hill learns that Billy's embezzling cousin Alfie is hiding out in Las Vegas. Tiny takes Billy there under the pretense of a vacation.
       In Vegas, Billy spies Alfie and after a wild chase and a brawl, Billy gets back most of his money, which is only $100,000 short of what is needed to finish making the film. Billy finds it hard to hate "lovable" Alfie, who pleads for forgiveness. They part on good terms.
       Back in L.A., Billy gets the $100,000 needed to complete the film from good-natured George on the condition that Cleo gets a part in the film. Ecstatic, Billy agrees. Billy invests his money with Nickel and Dyme and, to the shock of everyone in Hollywood, the film becomes a smash. Billy as the Masked Avenger and Wheaties become America's newest heroes.

       Billy speaks to kids all over the country about the importance of education, and taking responsibility for ones own actions. The Masked Avenger changes Billy's personality; he becomes more down-to-earth and less snobbish. Janet and Billy Jr. move back in with Billy, who has bought the mansion back from George.
       The Masked Avenger and Wheaties appear on TV's "KIDS INCORPORATED" to discuss the up coming "Father and Son March" across the country.

       By chance, mob boss CARMINE DELLARIPA and his son watch Kids Incorporated TV show at their home. Dellaripa paces nervously as he watches. Wearing a Masked Avenger outfit his son asks, "Can we go march in the parade with the Masked Avenger and Wheaties? Please, dad, please!" Dellaripa looks at his son with dismay. He picks up the phone and talks to one of his henchmen. He bemoans the fact that business has fallen off since the Masked Avenger came on the scene and calls for an emergency meeting.

        Mobsters from all over the world converge on Dellaripa's new health spa for the summit. As they talk business, the out-of-shape hoodlums comically work out with barbells and weights dressed in their flashy gym outfits, fedoras and smoking cigars. Hoping to recoup some lost revenue because of the Masked Ranger's crusade, they vote to kidnap the Masked Avenger and Wheaties and ask for a ransom of 50 million dollars. However, they agree, even if the ransom is paid, they will do away with the Masked Avenger and Wheaties anyway.

       Billy and Wheaties are kidnapped on their way to the Father and Son March and are held captive in a remote stable at Hollywood Park racetrack. A million-dollar reward is posted for the return of the Masked Avenger and Wheaties.

       Dellaripa tells Billy that he and Wheaties will be disposed of right after he watches his horse, Sinbad, win the Hollywood Gold Cup running the next afternoon.

       Unscrupulous, but lovable, Alfie returns from Nassau to rescue Billy - not for love, but for a million dollar reward that has been offered. Through his shady friends, Alfie learns Billy's whereabouts and arrives at Hollywood Park just as Dellaripa leaves the stable to watch his horse run in the Gold Cup. Alfie knocks out the two men guarding Billy. However, after Billy is freed, other thugs appear. Alfie fears he will be recognized. Still dressed as the Masked Avenger, Billy mounts Wheaties and decoys the men into chasing him while Alfie flees unnoticed.

       During his escape, Billy accidentally bangs his head on a corral gate and suffers amnesia and thinks he's actually the Masked Avenger. He puts on his mask and re-lives the movie.

       Majestically, Wheaties stands and kicks his front hooves wildly in the air. Billy shouts the Masked Avenger creed; "The Force of Evil That Lurks in the Hearts of Men Will Meet Its Destiny, Destruction and Ultimate Doom When It Answers to the Masked Avenger! Get it on, Wheaties, Awaaaay!" Thunder is heard as a lighting bolt strikes nearby.

       As bullets from the crooks whistle past them, the Masked Avenger and Wheaties gallop through a labyrinth of gates looking for a way out. Suddenly, they ride through an opening and find themselves on the racetrack and right in the middle of the horserace for the Gold Cup.

       The Masked Avenger shouts, "It looks like we've caught up with the posse, Wheaties! We'd better join them!" As they join the posse, they unknowingly race head-to-head with Dellaripa's horse, Sinbad.
       Suddenly, the race announcer recognizes the Masked Avenger and Wheaties and hysterically shouts their presence to the crowd who wildly cheer the safe return of their heroes. Wheaties and Sinbad race neck-and-neck toward the finish line. Pandemonium reigns as, suddenly, with a burst of speed, Wheaties races past Sinbad and wins the race.

       Furious, but realizing that a quick departure would be the wise thing to do at this time, Dellaripa heads for the exit followed by his hoods. However, Alfie has informed the police that Dellaripa is responsible for the Masked Avenger's kidnapping and the police quickly block the exits. Trapped, Dellaripa and his thugs try to escape by running across the racetrack.

       Billy, (still thinking he's the Masked Avenger) rides after them. The Masked Avenger catches up with the crooks (after some unbelievable, fancy trick-riding) and, although outnumbered 6-1, fearlessly leaps off of Wheaties and quickly subdues the crooks. Wheaties helps by standing on his hind legs and waving his front paws menacingly at the hoodlums.  The police arrive, handcuff Dellaripa and his henchmen and take them away. 

      The Masked Avenger waves at the crowd as he and Wheaties parade in front of the grandstands. The crowd wildly cheers their heroes. Suddenly, the Masked Avenger faints and awakens in the police station as Billy Payton, who can't remember anything that happened when he was the Masked Avenger. Nevertheless, Billy, the Masked Avenger and Wheaties become real-life heroes. Alfie shows up at the police station to lay claim to the reward. Billy soon realizes that Alfie didn't rescue him for love but for the reward. Billy tells Alfie to donate the money to children's charities and come back to work for him or go to jail for embezzling the money he took from him.
       Back at their newly remolded mansion, Billy and Janet wave at George and Cleo who sit on the front porch of their own mansion next door as Alfie, the new gardener, mows the lawn recklessly.
                                             The End
