FADE | N:
EXT. DAY - BEVERLY HI LLS - TOUR BUS

Street SICGN reads, "WELCOVE TO BEVERLY HILLS." A bus, with
"Benny's Hol | ywood Movie Star Tours" painted in psychedelic
colors on the side, DRIVES through the streets.

I NT. TOUR BUS - CONTI NUCUS

BENNY, personable, hip, hair in dreadl ocks, drives TOURI STS.
Nods his head to Reggae MJSI C pl aying on his portable radio
as he calls out names of stars who live in the mansions.

BENNY
(Jamai can Accent)
And this is the nmansion of Julia
Robert s!

W de- eyed TOURI STS stretch their necks to see the nansion.
Benny conti nues DRI VI NG

BENNY ( CONT' D)
And this estate belongs to Elizabeth
Tayl or.

Speechl ess, tourists look at the |uxurious estate in awe.
Benny conti nues DRI VI NG

BENNY ( CONT' D)
And this beautiful mansion bel ongs
to Acadeny Award wi nner, Denentia
Adans. Ch, | ook! There she is!

Benny SCREECHES to a stop, tourists bounce around the bus.
Benny sticks his head out of the w ndow.

BENNY ( CONT' D)
| love you, Denential

Tourists sigh “O0HS” and “AAHS’ as they wave at Denenti a,
who smles, waves back, gets into her sports car and ZI PS
of f.

Benny continues DRIVING Eventually, STOPS in front of a run-
down, dil api dated mansi on. The bew | dered tourists | ook. A
pristine linmo and a paint-chipped, tire-worn, '64 Vol kswagen
are parked in the driveway. A GARDENER, wearing ripped at
the knees jeans, a T-shirt and a |l arge sonbrero pulled | ow
over his head, brutally MOAS the scorched | awn. He peeks up
for a second at the bus, then quickly ducks his head back
under his sonbrero as he continues his ruthless DESTRUCTI ON
on the | awn, plants and bushes.

BENNY ( CONT' D)
And this disaster belongs to the one
and only...Billy Payton.



WOVAN
Billy Payton? Are you kidding? |
t hought all novie stars were rich
and had beautiful mansions?

WOVAN' S HUSBAND
This place is a disaster! It's a
wonder hi s neighbors, or the city of
Beverly Hlls, haven't had the place

condemed.

WOVAN
Are you sure Stephen King doesn't
live here?

WOVAN' S HUSBAND
Maybe this place wouldn't | ook so
bad if Billy would fire that stupid
gardener. Look, he's already ruined
the Iawn and now he's nowi ng the
ivy. That's cruelty to plants!

Tourists look in disbelief as the gardener now MOAS t he ivy.

WOVAN
What ever happened to Billy Payton?
| haven't seen himin a novie for
quite a while.

BENNY
That's Hol | ywood. You hit thirty
pl us, nmake a coupl e of bad novies
and you' re a has-been.

WOVAN' S HUSBAND
At | east he still has his |ino.
That beat-up Vol kswagen obvi ously
bel ongs to that inbecile gardener.
Billy ought a make himpark it in
t he back.

Tourists see the gardener | ean on the Vol kswagen and w pe
his forehead under his sonbrero. Suddenly, a tire BLOAS QOUT.
The gardener junps comcally into the air, and then watches
the tire H'SS dowm. Angry, he KICKS the tire and stubs his
toe. He dances in anguish on one foot, and then sits on the
ground, yanks off his shoe off and rubs his toes. Tourists
shake their heads as the bus DRI VES away.

EXT. MANSI ON - CONTI NUOUS

Pai n subsi di ng, the gardener puts his shoe on, picks up
trimm ng shears and savagely TRI M5 t he bushes.

An attractive WOVAN (thirties) OPENS a w ndow fromthe second
fl oor of the mansion and watches in disbelief then anger.



JANET PAYTON
( SHOUTS)
| thought | told you not to trim
t hose bushes so short?

The Gardener | ooks up at the woman from under his sonbrero,
and for the first time we see his face.

GARDENER
Look, Janet. ..

JANET
The nane is Ms. Payton! And let's
not get famliar, ny husband woul dn't
like it.

GARDENER
Well, ex-cuuuse nme, Ms. Payton.
But | ast week you told nme these bushes
were too | ong.

JANET
No, | didn't! | told you the bushes
on the other side of the house were
too long! Not these. Can't you get
anyt hing right?

GARDENER
Well, throw out sonme glue and I'I
gl ue them back together for you
JANET
|"mgetting tired of your sarcasm
GARDENER
(munbl es)

Aw, go sit on some poison ivy.

JANET
| heard that! Get in the house,
right now W're going to have this
out, once and for all.

Angry, Janet SLAMS the w ndow cl osed. The gardener THRO\S
DOM his shears in disgust and linps toward the front door.

I NT. MANSI ON - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

The gardener BARGES I N wi t hout knocking, SLAMS the door shut,
and sails his sonbrero across the room Dignified GEORGE
the butler (fifties), and his blunt and inpatient wfe CLEG
the maiid (forties), give the gardener a pathetic gl ance as

t hey polish silverware.

GARDENER
Sonmeday, |'mgoing to quit!



CLEO
(with an edge)
Today m ght be a good day. Although,
yest erday woul d have been a whol e
| ot better.

Gardener gives Ceo a |ook of indignation as Janet wal ks
down the stairs fromthe second floor in a huff.

JANET
The | andscapi ng around the house is
a disaster! You're just not cut out
for this type of work, and your
attitude |l eaves a lot to be desired.
| think it’s best you turn in your
| awn nower and shears.

GARDENER
That does it! | quit!
CLEO
Hal | el uj ah!
GEORGE

Now maybe the crickets wll cone
back into the garden and sing those
ni ce gospel tunes they used to sing
| ate at night.

GARDENER
Crickets? GCospel tunes? Are you
all right? Look...before I turn in
nmy | awn nower and shears, |'ve got
sonething to say to all of you

Gardener STRUTS behind the bar nearby and slowly POURS hi nsel f
a drink. Al watch with raised eyebrows. The gardener takes
a big GULP, and then SLAMS down his glass. Everyone junps.

GARDENER ( CONT' D)
Do you all have ammesi a, or what?

The gardener points up to a blowp on the wall of the
gardener, dressed in a tuxedo, holding an Acadeny Award Oscar.

GARDENER ( CONT' D)
In case you all forgot, | happen to
be Billy Payton, and that's ne with
an Gscar in ny hands!

CLEO
Yeah, but you borrowed it fromthe
guy who won it, and he had to punch
you in the nose to get it back



BI LLY

(rubs his nose)
Well, | should have won it for New
Ol eans Beat! Look. | was just trying
to save a few bucks by doing the
gardening. |It's bad enough Hol | ywood
has been giving ne a bad tinme w thout
my wife, ny butler and ny maid giving
me a bad tinme, too. Especially, in
my own house.

CLEO
Whose house? |In case you forgot,
M. Hotshot, George and | own the
mansi on now. GCeorge said he'd |et
you buy it back, but you haven't
come up with a nickel yet.

BI LLY
So, I'ma little behind. Don't worry,
you'll get all your nobney as soon as
| make ny next film

CLEO
G ve ne a break. You haven't worked
in three years. |If you weren't so
hi gh- and-m ghty, you'd be worki ng
right now. You've had offers.

BI LLY
| just can't take any part. |'ma
dramatic actor. | have an i mage.
Face it, | was once nom nated for an

Acadeny Award

CLEO
God, give ne strength. That was
three years ago. Look, if it wasn't
for Janet, and Billy Jr., I'd have
made CGeorge evict you, and your i nage,
a long time ago.

GEORGE
Now, O eo.

CLEO
This whole thing is your fault,
CGeorge! If you'd have bought the

mansi on next door, |ike | wanted,
instead of this dunp, we'd be okay.
GEORGE

Cl eo, you forget, M. Payton has
been very nice to us over the years
and | wanted to give hima chance to
buy it back.



CLEO
You nean, after we got rich he's
been nice to us. CGeorge, |'msick

and tired of you | oaning himyour
har d- ear ned noney so he can keep up
hi s phony so-call ed Hol |l ywood i mage.

BI LLY
Har d- ear ned noney, huh.

Billy smrks as he wal ks over to a picture on the wall and
points to George smling broadly, holding a | arge cardboard
facsimle of a “$10, 000, 000" check.

BI LLY ( CONT' D)
What hard- earned noney? Gve ne a
break! |If George wasn't so damn
polite and insisted I buy nmy Lotto
ticket ahead of him I'd have won
the ten mllion dollars and everything
woul d have been just fine.

CLEO
Yeah, fine for you! Not for us!

JANET
Look at the bright side, Billy. How
many people in Hollywod can say
that their butler is now a
mllionaire, ah, ten times over?

BI LLY
(pai nful expression)
|"msure |"'mthe only one. But for
sone reason, the thought always puts
Me in a mani c-depressive state.

CLEO
So, suck your thunbs.

GEORGE
Now, Cl eo. Have sone conpassi on.
After all, M. Payton wouldn't be in
this mess if his cousin Alfie hadn't
enbezzl ed all of his noney while he
was hi s personal manager

BI LLY
(loses it)
Alfie. 1'll kill that no-good cousin
of m ne when | catch him He ruined
nmy whole life. That... that...

JANET
Now, cal m down, Billy.



Bl LLY
| thought | told all of you that
Alfie's nane is never to be nentioned
in ny house again!

CLEO
Ah, whose house?

JANET
Pl ease, Ceo. Let's not go through
t hat one agai n.

BILLY
(1 ooks at his watch)
It’s getting late. | have to get

Escargots. The big shots are | eaving
t he studi os about now and | want to
be there when they arrive. | have

to be seen, you know.

Cl eo shakes her head in futility.

BI LLY ( CONT' D)
Where are the keys to ny linp, George?

CLEO
There you go again! Wose |ino?

BI LLY
Ckay, okay! George, can | borrow
your lino...that used to be m ne?

CLEO
No way! Janet and | have an
appoi ntnent at Andre's to get our
hair done for ny birthday party
tomorrow. You'll just have to drive
your Vol kswagen and park it three
bl ocks away from Escargots, |ike you
al ways do.

BILLY
But the Vol kswagen has a flat tire!

CLEO
Use sonme of that instant air stuff.

Bl LLY
| don't have a can of instant air.

CLEO
In that case, just blow up the tire
with your nmouth. You got enough hot
air inyou to blowup ten tires.



GEORGE
| have some in the trunk of the Lino,
sir. Let's go outside and I'll help
you.

BI LLY

Thanks, George.

CLEO
By the way, M. Hol |l ywood, don't
forget ny birthday party tonorrow.
Make sure your tuxedo is clean!

Billy grimaces then wal ks over and ki sses Janet. Janet | ooks
at Billy synpathetically and hugs himfor encouragenent.
Billy foll ows CGeorge outside.

| NT. ESCARGOTS Bl STRO - DAY

SHARP- LOOKI NG BARTENDERS and WAl TRESSES, MOVI E EXECUTI VES,
AGENTS, ACTORS, ACTRESSES and WANNA- BES crowd the restaurant.
Billy sits at the bar, waves at novers and shakers around
the room Mst turn away, or whisper and point at Billy and
LAUGH. Frustrated, Billy turns around and faces the bartender.

BARTENDER
Anot her drink, M. Payton?

BILLY
Yeah, why not, Eddie.

Eddie pours Billy a drink. Billy takes a GULP, surveys the
crowd again. Myvie critic, REX SWANSONG appr oaches.

REX
Well, well, if it isn't Billy Payton.
What are you doing here? D d you
rob your kid' s piggy bank?

BI LLY
If it isn't Del bert Ross. How many
actors have you sent to the
unenpl oynment line this week with
your depraved filmreviews ...Del bert?

REX
Only the ones that deserved it.
(sarcastic)
And the name is Rex Swansong.

BI LLY
Still playing God, huh, Delbert?

REX
Naturally. How s Janet doing?



Bl LLY
She's fi ne.

REX
| don't know how she married a | oser
i ke you and not a w nner |ike ne.

BI LLY
Sinple, Delbert. She has taste.
REX
agree. That's why | still can't

I
figure out why she married a | oser
i ke you and not a w nner |ike ne.

Rex sm |l es and waves at friends around the room
Bl LLY

Funny. Wy don't you go haunt a
house, you creep.

REX
Ckay. |I'Il be at your place at
m dni ght .
BI LLY
Get out of ny face, Del bert.
REX
(loud - for all to

hear)
Hey, bartender. Make sure this has-
been pays. He's kinda fanous for
going to the nen's room and then
sneaki ng out w thout paying his tab.

Rex smles, wal ks away as patrons give Billy the | ook of the
| oser. An old acquai ntance, Bob Hunter, sits next to Billy.

BI LLY
Hey, Bob, long tinme no see. | read
you're directing a new film

BOB
(unent husi asti c)
Yeah. Wiat's been happening with
you, Billy?

BI LLY
Not much. |Is there a part for ne in
the picture?

BOB
Sorry, Billy. But you're on the top
of the "over the hill, pain-in-the-

ass" |ist.
( MORE)



10.

BOB ( CONT' D)
You shoul d have |istened to your
agent, and you shoul dn't have nade
so many people mad at you.

Bob sees a friend sitting at a table, the friend notions Bob
over to him Bob stands.

BOB ( CONT' D)
See you around, Billy.

Bl LLY
Wait a m nute, Bob.

Billy grabs Bob's arm Bob jerks his arm away.

BOB
Get |l ost, creep!

Bob | eaves. Peopl e nearby see and hear the tussle, and whi sper
and snicker at Billy. Billy GULPS his drink, pays and | eaves.

EXT. DESERTED SI DE STREET - CONTI NUOUS

Billy wal ks to his car. About to get in, a car approaches.
Billy ducks so the people in the car won't see himget into
his beat-up car. Finally, he gets in and PEELS QUT as the
car BACK FI RES and SPEWS SMCKE from t he exhaust pi pe.

I NT. TINY HLL"'S OFFI CE - DAY

Billy paces as the gigantic TINY H LL, his agent (forties)
sits at his desk with a not-too-happy |ook on his face.

TI NY
It's all your fault. I told you not
to make those two bullshit filns.
But you wouldn't listen, M. Big
Shot .

BI LLY
Ckay, okay, you were right. But now
what? You're ny agent, can't you
get nme anyt hi ng?

TI NY
VWat the hell are you tal ki ng about?
Every time | get you sonething, you
just turn it down.

BI LLY
But the parts don't fit ny inmage.

CTINY
(angry-junps up)
| f you say that word i nage one nore
time, I'mgonna bust your nose!



11.

BI LLY
Cal m down, Tiny. Now, cal m down.

Tiny shakes his head in frustration and slowy sits down.

TI NY
Tell you the truth, | don't know
what | can do for you anynore, Billy.
Maybe you shoul d get anot her agent.

BI LLY
| don't want another agent. | just
want you to try and get ne a flick
that lets nme keep ny inmage.

Tiny junps up, runs at Billy and grabs himby his shirt
collar. Billy w de-eyed.

TI NY
| told you to never say that word
again. Now, you and your inmage can
get the hell out of here and don't
come back!

Tiny pulls Billy to the door, opens it and pushes hi mout.
EXT. MANSI ON - SW MM NG POOL AREA - DAY

Bi g sign reads "HAPPY BI RTHDAY CLEOC." Sophi sticated and
wel | -dressed GUESTS m ngl e around while others SWM and SPLASH
in the pool. The nood is festive under the afternoon sun.

The BUTLER - Billy, wearing a tux, a wig, a nustache and
beard di sguise, and the MAID - Janet, wearing a maid s outfit,
a wg wth bangs that hides nost of her face, serve hors

d' oeuvres. Snoking a cigar, George tal ks to MEN FRI ENDS
while Ceo, all decked out, struts in front of LADY FRI ENDS
who gush over her.

GUEST #1
Where did you get that dress, C eo?
It’s beautiful! And your hair..

CLEO
| bought the gown at Grard s Fashions
on Rodeo Drive... naturally, and had
nmy hair done at Andre's of Beverly
Hills.

Cleo struts around as the girls ogle. Sees Billy and Janet.
Cl eo waves to them

CLEO ( CONT' D)
Ch, Mm! Wuld you and Sven bring
the hors d' oeuvres over here.



Billy and Janet force smles, walk over to C eo and her
friends.

BI LLY
Ya, ya.

JANET
Qui, oui.

Cleo's guests | ook at each other with raised eyebrows,
inpressed with Cleo's continental servants.

WOVAN GUEST #1
Don't tell nme your maid and butler
are from Europe, Ceo0?

CLEO
Wy, yes. Sven is from Sweden and
Mm is from France.

Cleo's friends nod in admration as C eo gl oats.

BI LLY
Ya, ya, Sveden.

JANET
Qui, oui, Paris.

WOVAN GUEST #2
|"mreally inpressed, d eo.

CLEO
You' d better be.

Wmnmen LAUGH

WOVAN GUEST #3
I ncidentally, Ceo. Wen are you
going to fix up the front of the
house? It really |ooks tacky.

CLEO
Actually, there's a slight problem
with the fornmer owner.
(glances at Billy)
However, it should be resol ved
shortly. Then, 1'Il renodel.

Janet flinches at Ceo's remark, bows to Cleo and hurries

away. Billy follows.

JANET
(near tears)
| can't take it any longer. | want
nmy house back, Billy.

12.



13.

BI LLY
It's still your house.
JANET
No, it's not. It belongs to deo
and Ceor ge.
(1 ouder)

| want ny house back
Cl eo and guests overhear Janet, |ook over at Janet and Billy.

BI LLY
Peopl e are | ooki ng, Janet.

JANET
| don't care! How could you do this
to me? Were's your pride, your
dignity? I'ma nmaid in a house that
used to be m ne.

BILLY
It's only tenporary.

JANET
It's been three years, Billy!

Cleo glares at Billy and Janet. Billy takes Janet by the
arm and wal ks her further away from guests.

BILLY
Cal m down, Janet. Everyone's | ooking.
JANET
| don't care!
BILLY
Look, as soon as | get a part that
fits my...
JANET
| f you say that word image, |'m going
to...
BILLY
Cal mdown. Don't you realize, | can
pay George back by maki ng one | ousy
pi cture.
JANET
Then do it!
BILLY

| told you, as soon as..

JANET
You' re patheti c.
( MORE)



14.

JANET ( CONT' D)
You just don't get it, do you? |
can't live off George and C eo any
nmore. It's humliating. You may
not have any dignity left, but | do.
"' mwarning you, if you don't do
sonet hi ng soon...|l"'m| eaving.

Bl LLY
You don't nean that, Janet. You're
just tired. Wy don't you go into
t he house and rel ax?

JANET
How can | relax with strangers wal ki ng
t hrough ny house?

BI LLY
Maybe you should take a drive to
your nother's?

JANET
Good idea. And maybe, | just won't
cone back. Maybe |I'Il get a job

desi gni ng hi gh-fashi on gowns agai n.

Cl eo approaches to see what they’ re argui ng about. Janet

hurries away along the side of the pool. Billy tries to
stop her. Janet pushes Billy, who does a tightrope dance
al ong the edge of the pool. Ceo arrives as Billy loses his

bal ance. Billy falls into the pool taking Ceo with him
Billy and O eo SPLASH around in the pool.

CLEO
Hel p! Help! Billy, you did this on
purpose. My new dress! My hair! You
son-of -a-bitch! George. Ceorge!

George sees Ceo, runs, and JUWS into the pool. Cuests see
Cleo and George in the pool with their clothes on, think
it's fun-tinme and begi n pushing people into the POOL or JUW
into the pool with their clothes on thenselves. Furious,
Cleo flails her arns and keeps swinging her fists at Billy
who is trying to help. George finally pull Cleo to safety.

Janet | ooks back at Billy, Ceo and George in the pool, and
all the confusion and shakes her head in distress. Sone of
t he happy guests run past Janet to junp into the pool and
knock into her. Near tears, Janet runs into the house.

I NT. TINY HLL"S OFFI CE - DAY

Cautiously, Billy opens the door and peeks in. Tiny reading
a letter, looks up fromhis desk. Billy enters with his
hands held up in surrender. Tiny watches Billy
expressi onl ess.



BI LLY
promse. I'll never say the word
mage again. If | do, you can punch
me in the nose.

Tiny doesn't answer, |ooks down and continues reading the
letter. Billy noves a little closer to Tiny.

BI LLY ( CONT' D)
Tiny, |I'mdesperate. Janet's talking
about leaving ne. | don't know what
to do. Three years ago | was up for
an Acadeny Award, now, | can't get
work. 1've got to get to work.

TI NY
(1 ooks up at Billy)
Seriously, Billy I can't get you
anything. It's over for you. Maybe
you can get into a car deal ership or
sonet hing to keep you alive.

BI LLY
(agoni zes)
| can change.

TI NY
| doubt it.

BILLY
Honest, Tiny. | can change.

Phone RINGS, Tiny picks it up.

TI NY
Tiny Hill.
(surprised | ook)
Real ly. What a coincidence. Wy
don't you tell nme a little about the
film M. Nckel, sol can tell Billy
about it.

Billy smles and gives Tiny "thunbs up."

TI NY (CONT' D)
Uh, huh -- Unh, huh -- Uh, huh. Really --
Howdo | like it? 1| like it! I n
fact, it sounds like a wnner. |
think Billy could do a great | ob.
So, what's the flick called? -- Hey,
| like the title. "The Masked Avenger
and his Horse, \Wheaties."

Billy's happy expression changes to agony.

15.



TI NY ( CONT' D)
| see. So basically, it's about a
cowboy call ed the Masked Avenger who
chases bad guys all over L.A from
Chi nat own, through Sout h-Centra
L. A, Long Beach, Hollywood and
Beverly Hlls on a horse naned
Weaties. Interesting concept. Tel
you what. Send over two copies of
the script right away, either by
pony express or stagecoach, and we'll
read it. Thanks for calling, Adios.

Ti ny hangs up.

Bl LLY
VWho was that?

TI NY
That was your salvation. M. Johnny
Ni ckel of Ni ckel and Dyne Productions.

BI LLY
VWhat's their assets, fifteen cents?

TI NY
He said they have noney. This could
be your salvation. Wat do you think?

Billy doesn't respond. Tiny waits, |oses patience.

16.

He | unps

up, hurries to Billy and grabs himaround the shirt collar.

TI NY ( CONT' D)
|"ve had it with you! Get the hel
out of here before I...I...

BI LLY
Who el se is cast?
TI NY
Who the hell cares!
BI LLY
Tiny! | can't even ride a horse.
TI NY
He said they'll teach you, or use

stunt nmen. Billy, this may be the
| ast job offer you ever get. Wke
up! At least read the script.

BI LLY
Ckay, okay! 1'Il read the script.

Tiny lets go of Billy.



17.

TI NY
Billy. 1 really don't think you
understand. This is your |ast shot.

Billy looks at Tiny in deep thought.
I NT. MANSI ON - DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Billy, wearing a butler's jacket and Janet wearing an apron,
serving dinner to Ceo, Ceorge, and Billy Jr.

CLEO
Hey, M. Holl ywood. How about sone
nor e mashed pot atoes and gravy?

Billy wal ks over to Ceo and accidentally (on purpose), spills
food on her as he serves. Angry, Cleo junps up, |ooks at
Billy suspiciously. Billy feigns an innocent |ook. Billy

and Janet finish serving then sit down at the table.

JANET
So, tell ne nore about the Masked
Avenger script, Billy.

BILLY
Actually, it's a good script. |It's
| oaded with action. It's a famly
film Too bad it's a conedy.

CLEO
VWhat's wong with a conedy?

BILLY
Not hi ng, except it mght conflict
wth ny...

JANET
| told you about using that word,
Billy.

CLEO

(di sgust ed)
George, when are you going to throw
this bum out?

BI LLY JR

CGee, dad. Your picture would be in all the papers and novie
magazi nes as the Masked Avenger, wouldn't it?

BILLY
That's the problem Billy. Those
pi ctures mght ruin ny i mnage. Qoops!
Sorry.



BI LLY JR

JANET

(fed up)
VWhat inmage? Billy, will you wake
up! You have no inmage! You're
Hol | ywood' s invisible man. The big
shots wote you off three years ago.
But in doing so, they actually did
you a favor.

BI LLY
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

JANET
They gave you the freedomto do
what ever you want. |t just doesn't

matter anynore. Don't you reali ze,
you're free?

BI LLY
But this is satire and sonme of the
things they want ne to do and say as
t he Masked Avenger are so corny.

JANET
That's the way heros are suppose to
| ook and act.

BI LLY
But three years ago | was an Acadeny
Award nom nee and. ..

JANET
...and now you' re broke! Maybe you
can make enough noney off this film
to start buying our house back from
Ceor ge.

CLEO
You tell him Ms. Payton.

GEORGE
It seens doing the novie m ght be
the wise thing to do, sir.

BI LLY
Al right. Tell you what. I'I]
read the script again, and maybe
even go talk to the producers, okay?

Now you' re tal king, dad.

The nmpod becones festive as al

conti nue di nner.

18.



19.
| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

Janet and Billy in bed. Janet puts her arnms around Billy.

JANET
" m so happy you mght do the film
| could bust.

BILLY
| ve thought about, and...| just
can't do it.

JANET

But you told everyone you were at
| east going to talk to the producers.
Billy Jr. is going to be heartbroken.

BILLY
He can handle it. He's a big boy
now. |'Il wait a few days. I1t'll

be easier that way.

Angry, Janet pulls the covers over her head and turns her
back to Billy.

EXT. DRI VEVWAY - DAY

Cleo sits behind the wheel of the linp, REVING UP the engi ne.
Sonber - | ooki ng Janet sits next to her; Billy Jr. sits in the
back seat. CGeorge puts Janet's suitcases in the trunk

| NT. MANSI ON - KI TCHEN - DAY
Billy enters, |ooks around, finds no one. Looks out the

w ndow, sees Janet and Billy in the Linp and George putting
suitcases in the trunk. He hurries to the door.

EXT. DRI VEWAY - CONTI NUOUS
Janet | ooks up at Ceorge.

JANET
Ceorge, you can tell M. Imge, that
"1l be at ny nothers.

GEORGE
"Il tell him but he's not going to
be happy about this.

Billy comes running out the door. Ceo sees Billy, SCREECHES
away as Billy runs after the car. Billy Jr. |ooks out of

t he back wi ndow and waves sadly. Billy feebly waves back.
EXT. OLD BUNGALOW " NI CKEL AND DYME PRODUCTI ONS' - DAY

Billy and Tiny DRI VE up, park, walk into a bungal ow.
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I NT. OFFI CE - NI CKEL AND DYME PRCDUCTI ONS - CONTI NUCUS

Billy and Tiny are greeted by the youthful and slightly
over whel med producers Johnny N ckel and Ted Dyne (early
twenties).

TI NY
H, guys. Billy, I'd like you to
meet Johnny Nickel and Ted Dyne.

Billy shakes hands with Johnny and Ted.

JOHNNY
We're big fans of yours, Billy. You
were great in "New Ol eans Beat."
You shoul d have won the GOscar.

BI LLY
It's nice to know soneone besi de
mysel f thought so. Thanks.

JOHNNY
Incidentally, 1'mglad you' re not
concerned about the fact that we
just graduated fromfilm school a
few weeks ago.

BI LLY
What? | didn't know that you two
never nmade a fil m before.

TED
(sheepi shl y)
Didn't Tiny tell you?

TI NY
(bl asé)
It nust have slipped ny m nd.

Billy | ooks at Tiny suspiciously.

JOHNNY
Billy, would you feel any better if
| told you we finished first and
second in our class.

BI LLY
Well, | guess it's a hell of a |lot
better than graduating |ast and second
to last. Putting all that aside,
|"mnot a cowboy. | don't know how
to ride, lasso or twirl a gun

JOHNNY
We have cowboys who can teach you
( MORE)
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JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
Plus we have special effects and
stunt nmen to do the things that you

can't do.

BI LLY
What about the fact that 1'ma
dramatic actor and this is a comedy?

JOHNNY
That's why you're perfect for the
part. W don't want you to try and
be funny. The script will do that.
You just have to play it straight.

All watch Billy as he contenplates. Billy | ooks at Tiny who
sits on the edge of his chair in attack node.

BI LLY
| guess doing the part would show
the broad scope of ny acting ability,
wouldn't it?

J OHNNY
For sure.

TED
What do you say, Billy?

TI NY
(intimdating |ook)
Yeah, what do you say, Billy?

BILLY
Vell, what the hell. \Where's ny
mask?

TI NY
Now you're talking! I'mtelling
you, Billy, this flick is going to
be a smash. | can feel it.

Jubilantly, all congratul ate each other in cel ebration.
EXT. JANET' S MOTHER S HOUSE - DAY
Billy SCREECHES into the driveway in his snoking, beat-up

Vol kswagen. As he gets out, the car BACKFIRES. Billy junps.
Janet's nother, ROSE (sixties), rushes out of the front door.

ROSE
( SHOUTS)
Park that junk down the street! It
| eaks oil, besides, | don't want

anyone to think it belongs to ne. |
have an image to maintain in this
nei ghbor hood.
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BILLY
| mage?

Billy gives Rose a | ook of disdain, gets back in the car,
SCREECHES out of the driveway as the car BACKFI RES and SMXES
and parks down the street. He returns to the house, KNOCKS.
Rose OPENS t he door

ROSE
Back so soon?

Bl LLY
l'mnot in the nobod, Rose.

ROSE
(firm

You have five m nutes.
Billy smrks at Rose and enters the house.
I NT. JANET' S MOTHER S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUCUS

Janet drawi ng high style gowns on a drafting table. She
gl ances up at Billy, but continues draw ng.

Bl LLY
|'ve got sone great news, Janet.
just signed to do the Masked Avenger.
You can cone home now.

Billy tries to enbrace Janet. Janet backs away.

JANET
Not so fast, honbre. Snap your
fingers and |' m suppose to junp?
Those days are gone. There’'s a new
gane in Dodge City.

BILLY
What’ s goi ng on? Look, | start
shooting in two weeks. Cone on, get
Billy Jr. and your things and lets

go.

JANET
Sorry, Billy. | don't trust you
anynore. Billy Junior and I w |
only conme hone after you' ve finish
the picture and after you buy the
house back from George.

BI LLY
Look Janet, | need you.
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JANET
| really can't tal k about this now
|"ve got an interviewfor a job in
two hours and | have to finish these
sket ches.

BI LLY
You don't have to work. [I'Il have
sone noney in two weeks when | start
the picture.

JANET
| can't take a chance, Billy. Look,
even if we get back together..

BI LLY
Even? What are you tal king about? O
course we're getting back together

JANET
| " ve done sonme thinking. | think it
m ght do us both sonme good to be
away fromeach other for a while.

BI LLY
But, but...

Taken aback, Billy stares silently. Rose walks into the room
| ooks at her wist watch, puts her hands on her hips and
glares at Billy. Billy walks slowy toward the door. At
the door, he turns back and | ooks at Janet. He opens his
mouth to speak, can't think of what to say, turns and wal ks
out .

(Hoping to avoid the stigma that is sonetinmes associ at ed

with shooting a filmwithina film no creww || be seen
filmng the Masked Avenger and Wheaties segnents. Hopefully,
creating an illusion that the Masked Avenger is a real

character and this is two different stories/filns in one).
EXT. DARK ALLEY - NI GHT

Two sinister-1ooking MEN carry packages out of a building

and put theminto the trunk of a car. Sign over the door
reads: "FAR EAST | MPORTS." Red spotlight suddenly blinks on
as two undercover COPS in an unmarked police car SPEED toward
t hem

CROXK #1
It's the cops!

The crooks junp in their car and SCREECH away. The cops
pursue the crooks through the streets, siren SCREAM NG

Trying to avoid a car, the police car SMASHES into a buil ding.
The officers stagger out of the snoking car.
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COP #1
(di zzy)
And just when we had Mean Tony
LaNazzo's right-hand nen.

COP #2
Yeah. We'd better call in.

Cop #2 reaches in car and picks up car m crophone.

COP #2 (CONT' D)
This is car 13. W just snashed
into a building at WIlshire and Benton
in pursuit of drug suspects. Over.

The MASKED AVENGER and WHEATI ES GALLOP into the intersection.

MASKED AVENGER
l"mglad to see you officers are
okay. Don't worry about those crooks.
My horse, Wieaties, and | wll take
care of them

Mounted on the horn of Weaties' saddle is a mni conputer
with blinking lights emtting beepi ng sounds. Attached on
both sides of the saddl e we see: magnetic car stopper, police
band radio and transmitter, mdi radar screen, binocul ars,
mace, gl obal positioning systemscreen, hand grenades and
other mni crinme-fighting devices. Also, on a |eather jacket
that extends fromthe saddle half way up Weaties’ neck, a
row of mni rockets.

MASKED AVENGER ( CONT' D)
(in deep echo)
"The force of evil that lurks in the
hearts of nmen will neet its destiny,
destruction and ultimate doom when
it answers to the Masked Avenger.
Get it on, Weaties, Awaaaay!"

LI GHTNI NG and THUNDER EXPLODE i n the sky as the Masked Avenger
and Wheaties GALLOP off after the crooks. Bew |dered cops
| ook at each other in amazenent.

DI SPATCHER (V. O.)
Car 13. Cone in. Are you okay?

COP #2
" mnot sure. After we crashed, a
masked cowboy on a horse rode into
the intersection and said he was
goi ng to pursue the suspects!

DI SPATCHER (V. O.)
What ?
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COP #1
(grabs car m crophone)
Yeah, and he shouted, "Get it on,
Wheati es, Awaaaay" to his horse as
they rode away. Over.

DI SPATCHER (V. O.)
| suppose he had an I ndian side-kick
by the nane of Corn Fl akes, right?
Now, | warned you guys before about
cl owni ng around on the job!

The Masked Avenger and \Weaties pursue the crooks through
the streets as NI GHT PEOPLE | ook on in amazenent. Crooks
SCREECH t hrough an intersection causing other cars to CRASH
into each other. Wheaties junps over the crashed cars and
starts to gain on the crooks.

I NT. CROOK' S CAR - CONTI NUOUS
Crooks | ooki ng back through their rear w ndow.

DRI VER CROOK #1
Did you see a cowboy on a horse junp
over those crashed cars behind us?

CROOK #2
Yeah. | think that could be the
Masked Avenger and his horse,
Wheati es, that everyone on the street
have been tal ki ng about .

DRI VER CROXX #1
The Masked Avenger and who?

CROOK #2
Wheaties. That's his horse's nane.
They just canme on the scene. | hear

t hey' re bad.

The Masked Avenger and Wieaties continue their pursuit as
the police now join the pursuit.

MASKED AVENGER
"Il guess it's tinme to use the high-
frequency magnet puller. That'l
sl ow them down. No use wasting a
rocket .

The Avenger turns a dial on his conmputer control panel. The
crook's car gradually sl ows down.

DRI VER CROK #1
Hey, there's sonething wong with
the car? | got it floored and it's
sl owi ng down. We're gonna have to
ditch the car and run for it.
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CROK #2
What about the drugs in the trunk?

DRI VER CROOK #1
W can't worry about that now.

CROOK #2
Mean Tony ain't gonna |ike this.

DRI VER CROK #1
We don’t have a choice. Get ready to
run when the car stops.

Their car coasts slowy into a mni mall, wth "TOMY' S HOT
DOG STAND on it’'s corner, and stops.” The bew | dered LATI NO
CLI ENTELE watch as the crooks junp out of their car and run.
Weaties chases theminto a corner of the mni nmall and,
standing on his hind legs flails his hoofs terrifying the
crooks. The Masked Avenger junps off and subdues the nen
with fancy fisticuffs as police cars drive into mni mall.

TOMMY' S CUSTOVERS
day! day! day!

Wil e the police put the crooks in squad car, the Avenger
struts up to the hot dog stand with Weaties. Wde-eyed,
bew | dered COUNTERMEN i nside | ook at the Avenger in amazenent.

MASKED AVENGER
Ah...1'1l have a Tommy's chili dog,
Am go. And Wheaties will have six
chile dogs and six chili burgers.
Make those with extra chili, but not
oni ons, they give Weaties heartburn.

COUNTERVAN
Si, Senor Masked Honbr el Pr ont o!

The counternen swng into action. A policeman approaches.

POLI CEMAN
We found drugs in the trunk of their
car. It'Il keep them | ocked up for

quite a while. Good job, masked
man. By the way, what's your nanme?

MASKED AVENGER
They call ne...the Masked Avenger.

LI GHTNI NG EXPLODES and THUNDER RCARS in the sky. Startl ed,
Police and Tommy's clientele cower fromthe sound.

MASKED AVENGER ( CONT' D)
(pets Weati es)
And this is nmy horse, Weaties.
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LI GHTNI NG EXPLODES and THUNDER ROARS once agai n And, once
again, the clientele and Police react in the sane nmanner.

POLI CEMAN | N CHARGE
(conposed)
Well, keep up the good work, Masked
Avenger. You too, Weaties.

VWheati es nods his head, \WH NNl ES.

MASKED AVENGER
That's just what we plan to do.
And, we won't rest until we get 'Mean
Tony' LaNazzo . He is a nenesis to
Anerica and our youth.

The policeman nods, sal utes the Masked Avenger’s hand and

wal ks back to his car. The Masked Avenger waves to the crooks
as all the police cars DRI VE away sirens BLASTING The Masked
Avenger then turns back to counter. The counterman hands the
Masked Avenger his order. He reaches in his pocket for noney.
The counternman smles and waves his hands in a gesture of no
char ge.

MASKED AVENGER ( CONT' D)
Graci as, Am go.

The clientel e watch Weati es GOBBLE down his chili dogs and
burgers qui ckly. The Masked Avenger nmounts Weaties hol di ng
his chili dog in one hand and the reins in the other.

MASKED AVENGER ( CONT' D)
Delicioso, |os caballeros! Adios,
am gos. And renenber,

(in deep echo)

"The force of evil that lurks in the
hearts of men will neet it's destiny,
destruction and ultimate doom when
it when it answers to -- the Masked
Avenger. Vanoose, \Weaties. day!"

The Masked Avenger and Wieaties GALLOP off into the night as
LI GATNI NG and THUNDER | i ght up and CRASH from t he sky.

TOMMY' S CUSTOVERS
Aay! day! day!

| NT. NI CKEL AND DYME OFFI CE - DAY
Billy, Tiny and Johnny Ni ckel discussing the picture.

JOHNNY
How are you holding up, Billy?

BILLY
Pretty good. Actually, |I'mhaving a
[ ot of fun.



Ted Dyne BURSTS into the roomwavi ng a newspaper.

TED
| can't believe it! | just can't
believe it!

TI NY
Bel i eve what! Cal mdown, Ted. Wat's
t he probl enf?

TED

Look what Rex Swansong wote. He's
buried Billy and the picture!

Billy grabs the newspaper and reads al oud.

BI LLY
Former Acadeny Award nom nee, Billy
Payton has finally hit bottom He is
now starring in a cheapo cowboy flick
entitled, The Adventures of the Masked
Avenger and his Horse, Weati es.
G ve ne strength. Produced by, are
you ready for this? N ckel and Dyne
Pr oducti ons.

JOHNNY
How can he wite that! He doesn't
know anyt hi ng about us or the picture.

TI NY
Well, at least the article was short.
BI LLY
No such luck. There's nore.
TI NY
Ch, nol
BI LLY

Al Hol lywood is |aughing at the one-
time acadeny award nom nated actor
Well, | predict the novie will be a
total stinker. However, 1'll be
generous for old tine sake and give
it aten. Yes, ten road appl es.
Adios, Billy."

TED
My, God! This could ruin the picture
before it even comes out!

Al stare silently as anger builds on their faces.
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I NT. REX'S OFFI CE - DAY

Rex sits at his conputer working on his colum. MAIL BOY
wal ks in, puts letters on his desk.

REX
Anything | can use?

JACK
There's sonething interesting about
your old nenesis, Billy Payton. He
and his wife are splitsville.

Rex stops typing, sits back and sm | es.
I NT. BILLY JR 'S BEDROOM - GRANDMOTHER S HOUSE - NI GHT

Billy Jr. talking on the phone to a classmate. Janet enters
behi nd hi m unnoti ced and strai ghtens out his nessy room

BI LLY JR
| don't care what the other kids do, Deni se! |''mnot a
chicken! -- Wt do you nean, you mght not invite ne to

your birthday party if | don't...
Janet CLEARS HER THRCAT. Billy Jr. looks in surprise.
BILLY JR

Listen, I can't talk now [I'Il talk to you tonorrow at
school

Billy Jr. hangs up.
JANET

So, what do the other kids do that
makes you a chi cken?

BILLY JR
Oh, not hi ng.
JANET ( CONT' D)
I'"d like to know what nmakes you a
chi cken, Billy?
BILLY JR

| know what you're thinking, and before you ask ne sonething
real dunb, Denise and | aren't having sex, at |east, not
yet .

Shocked, Janet slowy sits down on the bed.

JANET ( CONT' D)
How ol d are you, Billy?
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BILLY JR
That's a dunb question. You know how old | am

JANET ( CONT' D)

Hunmor ne.
BILLY JR
kay, |'meleven years ol d.
JANET ( CONT' D)
And how ol d is Denise?
BILLY JR

Ten. But she's very mature. She | ooks twelve.
Janet shakes her head.
BILLY JR
When are we novi ng back with dad?
JANET ( CONT' D)

When your father's done nmaking the
pi cture.

BILLY JR
| mss himand George and C eo.

JANET ( CONT' D)
Don't you like your grandnother?

BI LLY JR

Sure, but it's not the sane here. Wen can | go visit dad
agai n?

JANET ( CONT' D)
Soon. In fact, it's definitely tine
that he had a talk with you about
you and Deni se.

Janet | eaves, wal ks into the living room shaking her head.
She wal ks to her drafting table and continues working on a
previ ous sketch of a gown. Phone RI NGS.

REX (V. Q)
Hell o, Janet. This is Rex Swansong.

| NTERCUT - REX/ JANET
JANET

Del bert! | mean, Rex.
( MORE)
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JANET ( CONT' D)
What a surprise. You kept ny nother's
phone nunber all these years.

REX (V.Q.)
| never gave up hope.
JANET
How sweet .
REX (V.Q.)

How about di nner, now that you're
free, nore or |ess?

JANET
Dinner? Oh, | don't know.

REX (V. Q)
Are you worried that Billy wll get
| eal ous?

JANET
( SNI CKERS)
|"mpretty sure he woul d.
(thinks-sm | es)
Ah...why not? It'll be fun talking
over old tines.

REX (V. Q)
Does your nother still live in the
sane house?

JANET
Yes, she does.

REX (V. Q)
"Il pick you up at seven, okay?

JANET
That' Il be fine. See you then.
Goodbye.

REX (V. Q)
Goodbye.

Janet puts the phone down, smles, wal ks back to her drafting
tabl e and continues to draw.

| NT. RESTAURANT - DAY
Janet and Rex finishing dinner.

JANET
It was nice of you to ask ne out.

REX
It was nice of you to accept.
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JANET
However, | don't think we'll be able
to do this again.

REX
Why ?

JANET

You know why. Because you're
crucifying Billy in your colum. If
| continued to see you, it would

|l ook like I'"mone nasty bitch.

REX
(thi nks-sm rks)
And, if by chance, the crucifixion
of Billy Payton, the Masked Avenger
and Wheaties, were to stop?

Janet smles and shrugs.

REX ( CONT' D)
s that the reason you canme out with
me?
JANET
(coy)

Wuld | do sonething like that?
Rex studi es Janet.

JANET ( CONT' D)
I"'mtaking Billy Jr. to the circus
Sunday. My car isn't running up-to-
par. Do you have any idea where |
can get a ride?

Rex smles, gets up, pulls chair out for Janet, they |eave.
MONTAGE - MASKED AVENGER BATTLES DRUG DEALERS

A) Masked Avenger and drug deal ers have SHOOT- QUT as drug
deal ers unl oad drugs on the docks.

B) Masked Avenger chases drug pushers down alleys and streets
through: Little Tokyo, Chinatown, Korea Town, South-Central
L.A, Venice, Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hlls, Hollywod

Boul evard, and other various well-known places around Los
Angel es.

END OF MONTAGE

| NT. NI CKEL AND DYME OFFI CE - DAY

Billy enters, Johnny and Ted downcast.
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BI LLY
H, guys! Wiy so gloony? D d Rex
start witing about us again?

JOHNNY
No, actually, it's been weeks since
he has. However, we have sonet hing
to tell you.

BI LLY
First, let me say sonething |I've
been neaning to tell you both.

JOHNNY
Maybe, you ought’a wait until you
hear what we have to say.

BILLY
This will only take a second. |
just want to say, the way the novie
is being directed and the way busi ness
is being handled is first rate. |I'm
sorry for not believing in you from
the start. | have to admt, at first
| thought this whole thing was a big
joke. But not now. | really believe
that this filmwll be an inspiration
to the kids. Wth that out of the
way, what is it you wanted to talk
about ?

Ni ckel and Dyne | ook at each other sheepishly.

BI LLY ( CONT' D)
Did | say sonething wong?

JOHNNY
| think you did.

TED
Thanks for the kind words but we
don't deserve them

BILLY
O course you deserve them \y,
when the filmcones out...

JOHNNY
(i nterrupts)
That's what we're trying to tel
you, Billy. The picture's not com ng
out. We can't finish the picture.
W' re broke!

Bl LLY
What !
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TED
Yeah, we ran over budget.

BI LLY
Are you kidding nme?

JOHNNY
| wish we were. We're really sorry.
| guess we blewit.

Billy BANGS t he desk in anger.

BI LLY
Damm! Everyone in Hol | ywood | aughed
at me when | took this novie. Now,
they're going to |l augh twi ce as nuch.
This is a disaster! CQutside of that

smal | advance | got fromyou, |'m
broke. As you know, according to ny
contract, | don't get paid until the

filmcomes out.

TED
|"mreally sorry, Billy.

BI LLY
We have to finish the picture! How
much noney do you need?

J OHNNY
A half a mllion dollars.

Billy thinks a few seconds, picks up phone, DI ALS.

BI LLY
Hello, Goria. This is Billy Payton
How are you doi ng? --

' mfine, thanks. Listen, is Dillon Crawford in, 1'd |ike
to speak with him

J OHNNY
(whi spers to Billy)
Is that Dillon Crawford the head of
Creative Filnms?

Billy nods yea.
I NT. DI LLON CRAWFORD S OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

DI LLON CRAWFCRD (fifties) - nervous, cutthroat executive,
with an habitual eye twitch, swallows a pill, drinks sone
water. SIGHS. Picks up the phone. H's son, SEAN, sits nearby
Wi th his usual chronic | ook of disdain. Dillon

DI LLON
This is DIl on.



| NTERCUT -

DI LLON BI LLY

BI LLY
Dillon! How the heck are you?

DI LLON
|’ mokay as long as | stay on Prozac.
How about you, Billy? How s the
Acadeny Award Nom nee doi ng these
days?

BI LLY
Fine, thanks. Listen. I'd like to
cone over and talk to you about
getting sone financing on a filml’'m
doing. In fact, it’s nore than half
conpl et ed.

DI LLON
| assune you' re talkin about the
Masked Avenger novie, right?

BILLY
That’s right. | don’t know. |’ve got
amllion things on ny mnd. Let ne
think a second. Hold on.

Dillon puts hand over the phone so Billy can’t hear.

DI LLON ( CONT' D)
What do you think, Sean? | want you
to start making decisions. It’s the
only way you' re going to | earn how
to run the studio. You think I should
invest or at least talk to Billy?

Sean raises his hand, turns it with thunbs down.

Once again Sean raises his hand with thunbs down.

t akes his

SEAN
No way. It’'s a |oser. Forget it.

DI LLON
Are you sure? Maybe we ought’ a take
a flyer onit. I knowit can't be
more than a half ml or even a ml.

hand off the phone.

DI LLON ( CONT' D)
Yeah, Billy. | don’t think so.

BILLY
I’mtellin” you, it’'s gonna be a
wi nner, DIl on.

Dillon

35.
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DI LLON
Well, | hope so for old tines, but I
really can’t help. 1've got too nuch
going. |I'mover-extended as it is.
" msorry.
BILLY
(a bit desperate)
Look, Dillon. | wouldn't be wasting

your time if | didn't think it was
goi ng to nmake noney.

DI LLON
Look, Billy, I didn't want to say
anything, but | just had lunch with
Rex Swansong. He thinks the filmis
a | oser.

BI LLY

Rex! Look. For old-time sake, can
come over and talk to you about the
nmovi e and...?

DI LLON
Ckay, okay. Hold on a couple of
seconds. Let nme think about this a
little nore.

Dillon puts his hands over the phone again.

DI LLON ( CONT' D)
Sean. Pull out a coin and flip it
for me. | owe Billy this nmuch. 1’11
call it.

Sean pulls out a coin, flips it and puts his hand over it.

DI LLON ( CONT' D)
Heads.

Sean takes his hands off the coin, |ooks and sl oWy shakes
his head no. Dillon takes his hand off the phone.

DI LLON ( CONT' D)
Sorry, Billy. | just can't do it.

BILLY
l’mtelling you, Dillon that...

Dillon slowmy puts the phone down. CLICK
SEAN
Good nove, dad. He's a | oser. Take
my word for it.

Billy slowly puts the phone down.



BI LLY
| can't believe it! | nade him
mllions and he hung up on ne. W've
got to raise the noney, sonehow

I NT. TINY H LL'S OFFI CE - DAY
Billy enters. Tiny reading the newspaper.

BILLY
Any luck trying to raise noney from
t he studi 0s?

TI NY
No. |I've nade ten calls and not one
studio wants to help finish the film
By the way, have you read the paper

t oday?
BI LLY
No.
TI NY
Let me read you sonething. 1In the

"Don't Tell Anyone' columm, it says,
(reads from newspaper)

Janet Payton, estranged wife of Billy

Payt on, dating Rex Swansong.

Bl LLY
VWhat ? Rex made a fool out of ne in
hi s col um and now she's dating hin®

TI NY
Maybe he stopped witing about us
because he's dating her. O, maybe
she's dating himjust to keep him
fromwiting about you.

BI LLY
| don't know. She's never said a
word about Rex. And | see her every
other day when | visit Billy Jr.

I NT. JANET' S MOTHER S HOUSE - NI GHT

Billy barges in wthout knocking. Janet dressed to kill,
| ooks in surprise.

BI LLY
So, you're dating Rex.
JANET
It's no big thing. [It's just a chance

for me to get out of the house.
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Billy Jr.
BILLY JR

Bl LLY

Hey! 1'Il take you out!
JANET
Not until | get ny house back. And

for your information, Rex is a very
ni ce guy.

BI LLY
(grimaces)
Ni ce guy! Do you have any idea what
peopl e are thinking? It |ooks |ike
you agree with what he said in his
col um about nme and the picture.

JANET
| can't help what peopl e think!

BILLY
| thought maybe you dated hi mj ust
to get himoff ny back. Anyhow, |
want you to stop going out with himn

JANET

Don't tell ne what to do, Billy!
BI LLY

Janet, |'myour husband!
JANET

Not until you get ne ny house back
you' re not!

(1 ooks at her watch)
| have to go.

BILLY
(furious)
You' re not goi ng anywher e!

RUNS into the room enbraces Billy.

BI LLY ( CONT' D)
(control s hinself)
Billy Boy, how ya doin'?

JANET
| have to go.

Janet hugs, kisses Billy Jr.
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JANET ( CONT' D)
Have a nice visit with your father
Billy. 1 told your father about
Deni se. He said he was going to talk
to you about her, but hasn’t. Mybe
now is a good tine.

BILLY JR
Ckay. Good night, nom Say hi to Uncle Rex. Ask himif
he' |l take me horseback riding again.
JANET ( CONT' D)
| will, honey. Good night.
BILLY JR

Good ni ght, nonmmy.

Billy controls his tenper watching Janet |eave. Billy | ooks
at Billy Jr. and haltingly begins his tal k about Deni se.

INT. TINY H LL"S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Tiny getting in bed. Opens newspaper on end table near the
bed and begins reading. Shortly, opens entertainment section
and sees headline, “MAN WNS $400, 000 JACKPOT | N VEGAS.”

Tiny eyes open wide at the man smling in a photograph with

t he huge check. He reads the caption which displays the nan’s
name: “JAME CRU SE.” Tiny grabs the phone, quickly DIALS.

TI NY
Billy, thisis Tiny. I'mgoing to
Vegas for a few days to neet an old
friend of yours who just mght, now
| say, just mght, put up the noney
to finish the Masked Avenger. |
want you to come with ne. Besides,
you really need to get away.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
Billy lying in bed.

BI LLY
VWho's this friend of m ne?

| NTERCUT - BILLY/ TI NY

TI NY
It's a surprise!
BILLY
|’mreally not into going. I want to

straighten out this nmess between
Janet and Rex. It's got ne crazy.
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TI NY
Look. You have to go! | don’t think
the man will give the noney unl ess
you're with nme. You can straighten
out this thing with Janet and Rex
when you get back. We'Il only be
gone a few days.

BI LLY
Gh, man. Gkay...Il' Il go.
TI NY
Get packed. 1'Il call you tonorrow

and let you know what tinme we're
| eavi ng. Okay?

BI LLY
Ckay.

EXT. - HOTEL POOL - LAS VEGAS - DAY
Billy and Tiny sitting under an unbrella-table at their hotel

pool having a drink. Smling, Tiny checks out the beautiful
G RLS around and in the pool. Billy blase.

TI NY
Look at those beautiful girls!
BI LLY
None of them | ook as good as Janet.
TI NY
VWll, they do to ne.
( LAUGHS)

That old friend of yours should be
al ong any m nute now.

BI LLY
What's the big secret about this
guy? Wiy don't you just tell nme who
he is or, at |east, his nanme?

TI NY
Ckay. He goes by the nane Jam e
Crui se, but you know himby a
different nane. Now Relax. It’s a
suprise. By the way, | thought you
ought to know t hat N ckel and Dyne
lost quite a bit of their own noney
on the Masked Avenger.

BILLY
| didn't know they invested their
own noney in the novie.
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TI NY
Yeah, in fact, every cent they had.
They really believed in you, and the
Masked Avenger.

BI LLY
| love those kids. |If | had the
money |1'd put it in the picture
nmysel f.

TI NY
|"mglad you said that. Onh, that
old friend of yours just showed up.
There he is in all his glory.

Tiny points to the flashy-dressed MAN sm | ing happily as he
wal ks out with a beautiful young girl on his arm holding a
drink.

BI LLY
Alfiel | don't believe it! It's ny
enbezzling cousin, Afiel 1've

dreaned of this.

Billy wal ks slowy then faster, and then starts running toward
Alfie. Tiny follows. Alfie sees Billy and flees along the
pool with Billy in pursuit. Billy catches up with Alfie and
TACKLES himinto the pool. Billy holds Alfie' s head under

the water for a bit than pulls himup. The crowd GASPS.

BI LLY (CONT' D)
Good to see you, Alfie. How ya doin ?

ALFI E

(gaspi ng)
Ah...Not too good at the nonent.

Bl LLY
Ir’s gonna get worse.

Billy dunks Alfie' s head under water again.

TI NY
Enough, Billy!. Get himout of the
pool, People are |ooking. Lets take
hi m sonmewhere private.

Tiny helps Billy pulls Alfie out of the pool. They take him
out of sight of the people around the pool. Billy pushes
Al fie against a wall.

BI LLY
you have anything to say to
fi

Don (
me e?

"t
, Al
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ALFI E
Ah...ls aunt Viola's arthritis still
gi ving her problens?

BILLY
As a matter of fact, her arthritis
is much better these days, thank
you.

ALFI E
That's nice to hear.

Billy SOCKS Alfie.

BI LLY
Where's the noney you enbezzled from
me, you bastard?

Tiny hol ds out the newspaper clipping showng Alfie's (Jame
Cruise) bigwin. Billy looks in surprise.

BI LLY (CONT' D)
Where' s your noney Alfie?

Al fie doesn’'t answer, Billy, loses it and punches Al fie many
imes. Tiny tries to stop him
TI NY
Stop, Billy. You might kill him

BILLY
What do you think I"'mtrying to do?

Finally, Tiny pulls Billy fromAlfie

ALFI E
Ckay! Okay! Don't hit ne again.
|’msorry for taking your noney. But
we can work sonet hing out now t hat
have noney.

BI LLY
Qut of curiosity, Wiat did you do
with nmy noney you enbezzl ed?

ALFI E
| lost it all ganbling.

BI LLY

How coul d you enbezzle all ny noney
and blow it ganbling? And, from your
own bl ood? |[|'ve pulled you out of
jams ever since we were kids. Wen
you got older, | bailed you out of
jail, fed you, let you sleep in ny
house, even gave you a job. And for
that, you steal all ny noney.



ALFI E
l"msorry. | just can't help it. |
guess | was just born to be a crook.

BI LLY
You weren't born to be anything except
what you want to be! God, you're
pat heti c.

TI NY
Wll, I"'msure Alfie would like to
gi ve back your noney. Wuldn't you
Alfie?

BILLY
Were is the noney?
ALFI E
I n the bank.
TI NY
What do you say we go to the bank
Alfie? Unless, you'd rather | |eave
you alone with Billy.
ALFI E
No, no! Let's go to the bank!
BILLY
And don't get cute or I'll call the

police and tell themyou're wanted
for enbezzl ement.

ALFI E
Hey, 1'll be glad to give you the
nmoney. After all, it's the Christian
thing to do.

BI LLY
You're sick, Afie.

TI NY
Wwell, Billy, now that you have four
hundred thousand dollars, | guess

you' re going to buy your house back
from George?

BILLY
| should, but with the noney we'd
nearly have enough to finish the
film W’ d just need another hundred
t housand.

TI NY
You' re kidding! You'd invest your
own noney in the filnP
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BI LLY
Do you think Nickel and Dyne woul d
let me in as a partner?

TI NY
Vell, since |I've al ready drawn up
your partnership papers and they've
signed them why not?

BI LLY
VWhat? Tiny, you're incredible!
You' re al ways one step ahead of
everyone, aren't you?

TI NY
You got that right.

EXT. BANK - DAY - CONTI NUQUS
Billy, Tiny and Alfie wal king out of the bank.
ALFI E

Well, Billy, now that |'m busted,
how about | oaning ne a few grand?

BILLY
Al fie, you' re unbelievable.

TI NY
Listen, | have to pick sonething up
"Il see you at the airport, Billy.
And, Alfie | guess I'll be seeing

you on TV's "Most Wanted."
Tiny smles and waves goodbye to Billy and Alfie.
| NT. COCKTAI L BAR - CONTI NUOUS

Billy and Alfie sit in a booth having a drink.

BI LLY
You still hangin' out wth all the
crooks, M. Big Shot?

ALFI E
They' re busi nessnmen. Who knows,
maybe soneday |1'lI1 be able to help

you because | know t hem

BI LLY
What good woul d you knowi ng a bunch
of crooks do ne?

ALFI E
Hey, you never know.
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BILLY
By the way, | ran into Uncle Bernard
and Aunt MIlie a while back.

ALFI E
Real ly, how s the old grouch doi ng?

BI LLY
He’ s not as grouchy or insulting as
he used to be.

ALFI E
Real ly. Do you know what changed
hi nf?

BI LLY
Vell, it seens Aunt M nnie took up

karate and began using Uncle Bernard
for practice.

Billy's anger slowy fades as they |augh and tal k about the
good tinmes they shared grow ng up

| NT. Al RPLANE BACK TO HOLLYWOOD - NI GHT
Tiny hands Billy a gift wapped box.

TI NY
| had it specially made for you.
think you're really gonna like it.

Billy opens the box, slowy pulls out sone chicken feet,
feathers, a pin cushion with pins in it and a voodoo dol
in the |ikeness of Rex Swansong.

BI LLY
Oh, ny God! It's a Rex Swansong
voodoo dol |

Billy takes a pin and sticks it into the doll.

BI LLY ( CONT' D)
God, that feels great!

TI NY
| thought you' d like it.
Tiny joins in and sticks a pin into the voodoo doll, too.
BI LLY

Too bad it doesn't really work.

TI NY
What do you nean? O course it works!
The voodoo doctor guaranteed it.
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BI LLY
Wll, if that's the case..

Billy and Tiny LAUGH as they stick pins into the doll.
| NT. REX SWANSONG S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Rex bolts up fromsleep and junps around the room grabbi ng
different parts of his body.

REX
Quch! Quch! Wsat the hell is going
on here? OM OM Quch! Quch!
Quch! CQuch!

EXT. - DAY - BEVERLY HI LLS - MANSI ON HOUSE
Billy and Tiny pulling in the driveway.

BILLY

| really feel guilty not telling
Janet | got the nmoney fromAlfie
But, | know she’d just tell nme to
gi ve the noney to CGeorge. She
definitely wouldn’t go for ne
investing in the Masked Avenger. In
fact, | can't even tell GCeorge

TI NY
Maybe you ought’a buy the house back.

BILLY
No way. We're going for it, Tiny.

TI NY
And we gonna do it, too.

Billy and Tiny hit “high fives.”
I NT. MANSI ON - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS
Billy and Tiny enter. (Ceorge greets them

BI LLY
Ceorge, how are you?

GEORGE
Just fine, sir. Good to have you
back. Hello, M. HII.

TI NY
H , George.

GEORGE
Was your trip successful, M. Payton?



BI LLY
Quite. In fact, we al npst raised
enough noney to start production of
t he Masked Avenger.

TI NY
That's right. W're a few dollars
short, but Billy says he knows an
i nvestor.

GEORGE
( LAUGHS)
Really. Qut of curiosity, M. Payton,
who's the fearless daredevil that's
investing in the Masked Avenger?

Billy | ooks around the room

Bl LLY
VWhere's C eo?

GEORGE
She's visiting Ms. Payton.

BILLY
Good. George, I'mgoing to offer
you the chance of a lifetine. How
would i ke to nmake a big killing and
i nvest a hundred thousand in the
Masked Avenger? You could triple
your investnent.

GEORCGE
You jest, sir. The novie business
is too risky for ne. Beside that, |
don't think Ceo or nmy accountant
woul d go for it.

Bl LLY
So, don't tell them

GEORGE
(cont enpl at es)
Vell...there m ght be a way.

BILLY
Real | y?

GEORGE
Now, if there was a part...or two in
the novie for...d eo.

BILLY
That' s amazi ng, Geor ge!
( MORE)



BI LLY ( CONT' D)
Just by chance, they’ ve never cast a
girl for two parts in the film Now
that we're going to finish the film
t hey' re gonna need soneone for those
parts. Ceo would be perfect.

GEORGE
Wll...in that case.

BI LLY
Yes, Ceorge?

GEORCGE
Since the house has increased in
val ue three hundred thousand doll ars
in the |ast three years, and you' ve
paid ne all the interest on the |oan
fromyour advance on the film
al ready. ..

Bl LLY
Yes, vyes.

GEORGE
| would be willing to invest, if you
sign a note for the noney you stil
have in the house guaranteeing the
return of ny investnent, just in
case.

BI LLY
You drive a hard bargain, George,
but it's a deal.

Billy and George shake hands.
GEORGE

And, of course, Cleo is not to know
anyt hi ng about this.

BI LLY
Believe nme, George, | won't say a
wor d.
GEORGE
| think this is cause for cel ebration,
sir
BI LLY
Good i dea.

George wal ks to the bar and zips open three cans of Coke.

BI LLY ( CONT' D)
What’s this, George? How about sone
scot ch?

48.
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GEORGE
Sir, you forget. The Masked avenger
is a non-drinking man.

MONTAGE - FI LM NG RESUMES

A) At the studio, CARPENTERS, PROP MEN, WARDROBE, and ot her
CRAFTSMEN work frantically.

B) Headlines in various novie magazines and articles in
newspapers read, "THE MASKED AVENGER AND WHEATI ES RI DE AGAI NI "
“THE MASKED AVENGER AND WHEATI ES RETURN. Billy practicing

how to | asso, throw a rope, howto fight with the stunt nen,
etc.

END OF MONTAGE
EXT. VEN CE BEACH - DAY

SUNBATHERS, S| GHTSEERS, ROLLER SKATERS, WEI GHT LI FTERS AND A
BLUES BAND PLAYI NG  Masked Avenger atop Weaties wal king in
the surf waving at the young KIDS and tipping his hat to the
beauti ful G RLS who give himthe eye.

The Avenger keeps a watchful eye on 'Mean Tony' LaNazzo
standi ng on his yacht anchored of fshore. A notorboat SPEEDS
towards the yacht and then stops. MEN on the notorboat throw
several tied together life preservers onto the yacht and

t hen SPEED away.

MASKED AVENGER
So, that's how they get the drugs
ashore. Pretty ingenious, putting
drugs in life preservers. W have
work to do, Weati es.

I NT. LI FEGUARD STATI ON - DAY

Two real w de-eyed LI FEGUARDS sit tied up and gagged. Their
CAPTORS, two MEN in swinsuits now pose as the real |ifeguards.
They wat ch Mean Tony’s yacht through binocul ars.

PHONY LI FEGUARD #1
They did it, man. They got the drugs
onto the yacht w thout a hitch.

PHONY LI FEGUARD #2
Now all we need is sonmeone to start
drowni ng near the yacht so we can
swimout there in the and haul them
in.

PHONY LI FEGUARD #1
Hey, look! Isn't that a woman wavi ng
her hands near the yacht right now?
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Cl eo, playing her part of a drowning swi nmer, waves her arns
wldly.
PHONY LI FEGUARD #2
You're right. Let's get going.

As the two lifeguards swmto Cleo' s rescue and the yacht,

MEN aboard LaNazzo's yacht throw tied-together life preservers
into the water. One of the |ifeguards rescues Ceo while

the other pulls the life preservers toward the shore away
fromthe rescue. The Avenger watches the action, takes out

his cell phone and punches nunbers.

MASKED AVENGER
Chief, this is the Masked Avenger
and Wheaties. | finally caught 'Mean
Tony' LaNazzo in the act. Better
get down to Venice Beach with sone
of your nen as fast as you can --
VWhat's that? | don't care if you
bring your swi mm ng trunks or not,
just get here pronto. Adios.

CROND gathers as lifeguard pulls Ceo onto the shore. The
other lifeguard pulls the life preservers to the shore where
a sandmobile is stashed and drives to the |ifeguard station.

LI FEGUARD W TH CLEO
| s there anyone here that can give
this woman nouth to nouth
resuscitation? | can't do it; |
have the flu.

CLEO
(over acting)
GURGLE, GURGLE, GURCGLE...

MAN | N CROND
|"'ma paramedic! 1'Il do it!
CLEO

(still over acting)

GURGLE, GURGLE, GURGLE...

Wil e the paranmedic works on Cleo, the lifeguard | eaves O eo
and joins the other lifeguard in the lifeguard station. The
Masked Avenger rides Weaties to the station, vaults off
Wheaties, wal ks to the door and kicks it in.

After a brief one-sided struggle with the bad guys inside,

t he Masked Avenger throws the battered inposters out of the
station where Weaties, standing on his and rear legs, flails
his front legs at the terrified phony |ifeguards.

The crowd on the shore rushes to watch the Masked Avenger
and Wheaties in action |leaving Ceo alone still GURGI NG by
hersel f.
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Finally, the battered inposters fall in defeat at the feet
of the police who have just arrived in their swmsuits.
The police handcuff the nen.

MASKED AVENGER
(to police captain)

| don't think their suntan wll | ast
too | ong where these crooks are going,
captain.

CAPTAI N

That's for sure, Masked Avenger

MASKED AVENGER
By the way, the drugs are in the
life preservers inside the |ifeguard
shack.

CAPTAI N
That LaNazzo is pretty ingenious.
By the way, how s the water? | think
"1l take a dip.

MASKED AVENGER
I'"d like to join you, but Weaties
didn't bring his swmsuit,. Besides
| want to find Mean Tony LaNazzo
and give himthe news that he's under
arrest. Adios, Captain.

CAPTAI N
Adi os, Masked Avenger. Good | uck.

The Masked Avenger nods to the captain, waves farewell to
t he CHEERI NG Veni ce Beach crowd as C eo continues to GURGLE
on the shore all by herself |ooking angerly for a caneranman.

MASKED AVENGER
(in deep echo)
The force of evil that lurks in the
hearts of nmen will neet its destiny,
destruction and ultimate doom when
it answers to the Masked Avenger.
Get it on, Weaties, Awnay.

| NT. CLUB FANDANGO- HOLLYWOOD - NI GHT

ROCK BAND PLAYS, DANCERS dance. “Mean Tony” LaNazzo and his
girlfriend (Ceo) with fell ow GANGSTERS and their G RLFRI ENDS
sit at a big table. The Masked Avenger enters. G RLS at the
bar smle and nake eyes at him He smles politely, tips his
hat to the girls and stands at the bar. BARTENDER appr oaches.

BARTENDER
VWhat' Il it be, stranger?
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MASKED AVENGER
A sarsaparilla with a doubl e shot of
needl es.

BARTENDER
You got it. One sarsaparilla and a
doubl e shot of cactus juice comng
right up.

Bartender | eaves. The girls around the bar continue to nmake
eyes at the Avenger who smiles and nods politely. The
bartender returns with the drinks. The Avenger sips his
sarsaparilla and drinks his double shot in one GILP

MASKED AVENGER
(grimaces)
Ww You pour a nean sarsaparilla
and needl es, am go.

BARTENDER
(wi nks)
| used to work in Dodge City.

The bartender nods and | eaves. The BAND PLAYS and SI NGS a
rock version of "Happy Trails" as a beautiful G RL slithers
up to the Avenger.

CASS
H , handsone. M/ nane is Cassandra,
but you can call nme Cass. How about
a dance?

MASKED AVENGER
How can | say no? They're playing
ny song.

The Masked Avenger and Cass wal k to the dance floor. He
shuffles in time, swinging his hips perfectly to the beat.

CASS
You really know how to nove those
hi ps, stranger.

MASKED AVENGER
| get plenty of hip novenent from
riding ny horse.

CASS
(sultry)
Li sten...how would you |like to cone
over to ny place? Then we can do
sone. ..you know. ..real dancing. If
you know what | nean.

MASKED AVENGER
That all depends. Do you have a horse
stall behind your apartnent, ma’ anf
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CASS
A horse stall? No. But |I've got a
tranmpoline. WIIl that do?

MASKED AVENGER
Wheaties was never in a circus. |
don't think he'd sleep too well on
one. Well, Maybe soneday |I'|| get
lucky and find a girl who has a horse
stall behind her place.

CASS
(bew | der ed)
Are you all right?

MASKED AVENGER
Fi ne, thanks, ma'am Do you happen
to know the name of that man sitting
at that table?
(nods))

CASS
That's ' Mean Tony' LaNazzo.

MASKED AVENGER
| thought so.

CASS
Stay away fromhim He's bad news.

The song ends. The Masked Avenger wal ks Cass back to the
bar .

MASKED AVENGER
You' Il have to excuse ne for a bit,
ma’am |’ ve got to take care of sone
busi ness out si de.

CASS
Okay, but hurry back. I'mgoing to
make sone phone calls and see if can
| can rent a horse stall.

The Masked Avenger nods, struts toward the entrance to the
club, GRLS ook in awe. LOUD RAP MJSI C fades in as he wal ks
out the door.

EXT. OUTSI DE CLUB FANDANGO - CONTI NUOUS

Masked Avenger wal ks toward Weaties who is shuffling his
hoofs and legs (SFX) to LOUD RAP Music froma boom box.

Avenger smles, nods his head and noves his body to the rhythm
of the nusic.
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MASKED AVENGER
| I'ike those new noves of yours,
Wheaties. You'll have to show t hem
to me, when we have tine.

Wheaties WH NNI ES. The Masked Avenger pulls out his cell
phone and di al s.

MASKED AVENCGER ( CONT' D)
Hell o, chief. This is the Masked
Avenger calling. I'mcalling from
out side O ub Fandango in Hol | ywood.
| finally caught up with Mean Tony
and his gang. |I'mgoing in after
them Better send sone squad cars
down here as soon as you can --
VWat's that? -- No, there's no cover
charge! Now hurry. Adios.

| NT. CLUB FANDANGO - CONTI NUQUS

The Avenger struts back in the club and saunters over to
Mean Tony's table.

MASKED AVENGER
Good evening, M. LaNazzo. Looks
i ke you have a nice little party

goi ng.

MEAN TONY LANAZZO
Vell, well, well, if it isn't the
Masked Avenger. Wat's a nice guy
i ke you doing in a place like this?

Mean Tony and his nmen LAUCH chil di shly as a WAl TRESS
approaches Ceo, sitting next to Mean Tony and put’s down a
pi zza. Cleo |ooks at the pizza, then up at the waitress in
anger.

MASKED AVENGER
Well, M. LaNazzo, | just wanted to
tell you that. ..

Cl eo CRASHES fork and knife down on table. Al focus on C eo.

CLEO
(shouti ng)
told you, I only wanted a chesse
izza. Not with all this garbage on
t! Now take it a way!

I
p
|
Mean Tony gives O eo a condescendi ng | ook, picks up his drink
and pours over her head. C eo SCREAMS and runs away.

MEAN TONY LANAZZO
As you were saying before we were so
rudely interrupted...
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MASKED AVENGER
The police have confiscated the stash
of cocaine life preservers your nen
t hrew overboard from your yacht today.
|"ve come to nake a citizen's arrest.
You're a nenace to the youth of our
great country.

Mean Tony and his nen reach for their guns, but the Masked
Avenger lifts and PUSHES the table against them The girls
at the table SCREAM and RUN. The Masked Avenger's |ightning
PUNCHES send Mean Tony and his nmen CRASHI NG i nto tabl es,
into the DRUMWER S BASS DRUM and SLI DI NG across the dance
floor. The dazed crooks lie helpless. The POLICE arrive
and handcuff them Casually, the Masked Avenger struts back
to Cass at the bar.

CASS
(smles-feels his
muscl es)

Boy, you're really sonething! Look
| made sone calls but couldn't rent
a horse stall, but | managed to rent
a horse trailer. WII| that do?

The Masked Avenger strokes his chin in thought.

MASKED AVENGER
An encl osed horse trailer?

CASS
Yes.

MASKED AVENGER
Vell...it looks |Iike were gonna do a
| ot of dancing tonight, Cass.

CASS
(seductive smle)
Fantastic. | bet you' re one heck of

a dancer.

MASKED AVENGER
| don't like to brag, but...

Masked Avenger does fancy footwork (Break Dances) as Cass
| ooks on bew | dered. PATRONS APPLAUD; Masked Avenger bows.

EXT. CLUB FANDANGO PARKI NG LOT

Pol i ce put groggy LaNazzo and his nen into the police cars.
Patrons | ook in awe of the Masked Avenger as he wal ks out of
the club armin-armw th Cass.

CASS
Where's your car, Avenger?
( MORE)
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CASS ( CONT' D)
| bet you drive an Alfa Roneo. No,
| bet a Mercedes. No, a..

The Masked Avenger VWH STLES and Weaties TROTS toward him
Cass | ooks in disbelief. The Avenger clinbs on Weati es,

pul I s Cass on behind hi mand then WALKS Weati es over to

Mean Tony LaNazzo sitting in a police car.

MASKED AVENGER
Vell, Mean Tony, | hope you enjoy
your suite at the San Quentin Hilton?

MEAN TONY LANAZZO
"Il be out in 24 hours, cowboy.
And, 1'1l be | ooking for you.

MASKED AVENGER
| think you mean 24 hours and 99
years, don't you, M. LaNazzo? Well
arrivederci and renmenber --

(in deep echo)

The force of evil that lurks in the
hearts of men will neet it's destiny,
destruction and ultimate doom when
it answers to -- the Masked Avenger --
Get it on, Weaties, awaaaay!"

The Masked Avenger and Wieaties RIDE off into the night as

w de-eyed Cass holds on for her life and LI GHTNI NG and THUNDER
EXPLODE i n the sky.

| NT. MOVI E THEATER LOBBY - SATURDAY MATI NEE

Mar quee reads, SNEAK PREVI EW - THE MASKED AVENGER AND HI S
HORSE WHEATI ES.

As the novie nears the end, Billy and Tiny exit fromthe
theater into the lobby. Billy puts on a pair of dark sun
gl asses. Both stand in a corner so they won't be recogni zed.
I nside the theater, kids CHEER, WH STLE and APPLAUD | oudly.

TI NY
Listen to them They love it! |
think we may have a wi nner, Billy!

BI LLY
It sounds like it.

TI NY
Vell, well, well. WIIl you | ook at
who' s sneaki ng out the door of that

ai sl e.

Rex Swansong wal ks right into Billy and Tiny.



BILLY
Well, if it isn't Rex Swansong.
VWhat brings you here? | thought you
buried the Masked Avenger a | ong

time ago?

REX
| canme back to nmake sure he stays
buri ed.

Loud CHEERI NG WHI STLI NG, and APPLAUSE emanate fromthe
audi ence inside the theater once nore. Rex turns around
toward the sound of the pandenoniumw th an expression of
annoyance.

BILLY
| hate to di sappoint you, Rex, but
it sounds like those kids inside the
t heater are bringing the Masked
Avenger back to life.

REX
Don't count on it. Wen the people
read ny review tonorrow, he'll be

si x feet under again.

More CHEERING is heard inside the theater. Suddenly, the
doors open and kids and parents with happy faces exit.

TI NY
Rex, | ook at the happy faces on those
kids. They sure don't |ook like
t hey' ve been to a funeral.

REX
| don't have tine for this. | have
an early dinner date with a very
beauti ful |ady nanmed Janet.

Bl LLY
You know, Rex. | just don't
under st and what Janet sees in an
obnoxi ous jerk like you.

REX
(I echerous smle)
Wul dn't you like to know?

Billy makes a fist, Tiny holds Billy's armns.
BILLY

He isn'"t worth it, Billy. You'l
| ose everything if you hit him

57.
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REX
Don't forget to read the Masked
Avenger's obituary in ny colum
tomorrow. Well, |I've got a hot date.
"1l say hi for you, Billy. Ta ta.

Tiny holds Billy tighter as Billy struggles to punch Rex.
Rex smrks in triunph, wal ks away and out of the theater.

TI NY
Calmdown, Billy. It wasn’t worth
| osing everything for that jerk,
especially, since it looks |like we
got a w nner.

Slowy, Billy regains his conposure. Billy and Tiny continue
wat chi ng parents and children exit fromthe aisles. Watch as
ki ds happily run and junp around sl apping the side of their

| egs and hopping up and down i mtating riding horses.

BOYS
Get it on, Weaties, away!

MONTAGE - “MASKED AVENGER.”

A) Headlines in Variety magazi ne, "MASKED AVENGER A SMASH
BOX OFFICE HI T. "

B) Simlar headlines: "MASKED AVENGER TOP GROSS CF THE WEEK"
and “ AUDI ENCES RAVE FOR THE MASKED AVENGER. ”

END OF MONTAGE
| NT. NEWSPAPER OFFI CE - DAY

Rex Swansong barges into his EDI TOR S office hol ding
newspaper .

REX
(furious)
Way didn't you print nmy review of
t he Masked Avenger, Mack?

MACK
Cal m down, Rex. You've been through
t he Hol | ywood wars before. Don't
get excited.

REX
Who the hell is dunb enough to declare
war on ne?

MACK
"Tex" Dawson, that's who. He's the
new owner of the paper.
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REX
So, what's his probl en?

MACK
Vell, Tex took his eight-year-old
son to the preview of the Masked
Avenger and now t he Masked Avenger
is the kid' s hero. Tex says, anyone
who' s agai nst the Masked Avenger is
anti - Areri can.

REX
Anti-Anmerican? Hey, |'ve got a
contract that says | can wite
what ever the hell | want no natter
what "Tex Manure" thinks.

MACK
|'d advise you to tone it down, Rex.
You don't want to ness with Tex.
He's due here any second.

Wearing a stetson hat (wwth mniature bull horns sticking
out the sides), cowboy boots and carrying a lariat, a very
tall, nmuscular COABOY wal ks quietly in the door.

REX
| wouldn't give a damm if Tex Dawson
wal ked in right now ['d call him

that to his face.

TEX
VWhat's that, partner?

REX
(wi t hout t hinking)
Tex Manure. That's what |1'd call
him
TEX
No one calls ne Tex Manure. You....

Tex pulls out his lariat and ties Rex to his chair. JESSE,
Tex's eight-year-old son, enters dressed exactly |like Tex
carrying a tote bag.

REX

Hel p, Mack! Who is this maniac?
MACK

Rex, 1'd like you to neet your new

boss, Tex Dawson and his son, Jesse.

REX
What !



JESSE
VWhat ' cha doin', dad?

TEX
This is the varmnt who wants to
write bad things about the Masked
Avenger .

JESSE
Brand him dad, Texas style.

TEX
Good idea, Jesse. Got your branding
iron with you?

JESSE
| never go anywhere wthout it.

Jesse pulls out a branding iron fromhis tote bag.

TEX
(smles proudly)
That's nmy boy. Okay, Mack. Wiere's
that little electric hot plate | saw
in here earlier?

MACK
This is crazy, Tex. Please, stop!

Tex ignores Mack and searches through the drawers of his
desk. Tex finds the electric plate and plugs it into the

wal | . Jesse puts the branding iron on top.
REX
Mack, stop, this lunatic. He's crazy!
MACK
Tex, you can't do this!
TEX
Hell, I can't. "Renmenber the Al ano!"

Tex rips off Rex's pants.

REX
Mack, call the police!

TEX
The branding iron should be ready in
about a mnute or two. Tex Manure,

huh!

REX
Wait, I'll make you a deal. The
Masked Avenger is a personal friend
of mne. 1'll call himup and

i ntroduce Jesse to him
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TEX
Are you telling nme the truth?
REX
Honest. I'll call himup right now

so Junior can talk to him

TEX
You' d better be telling the truth.

Tex unties Rex who rushes to the phone. Rex nervously DI ALS
t he tel ephone.

REX
Hello, Billy, this is Rex. | need a
big favor. -- This isn't a |aughing
matter. Wait, don't hang up! Oh,
nmy God, he hung up

Rex frantically DI ALS again as Tex waves the branding iron
menaci ngl y.

REX ( CONT' D)
Hello, Billy, please don't hang up
| really need your help. | swear
not hi ng happened between Janet and
me. | was just trying to get even
with you for taking her away from
me. Honest! Please, don't hang up!
Oh, no! He hung up!

Desperate, Rex runs out of the office without his pants. He
runs through the building as enpl oyees gawk.

EXT. STREET - CONTI NUOUS

Rex darts into the street wwth Tex and Jesse in pursuit.
Rex sees a taxi driving by.

REX
Taxi! Taxi! Taxi!

The taxi stops. Rex sees a poster of the Masked Avenger on
the door. Furious, Rex KICKS the door. The taxi driver
junps out and tries to stop him A cruising police car stops,
grabs Rex. Rex resists, police handcuff and put himin squad
the car, drive away wth siren SCREECH NG  Watchi ng, Tex

and Jessie smle and hit high fives as they go back inside
bui | di ng.

A) Headlines in Variety: "REX SWANSONG ARRESTED FOR | NDECENT
EXPOSURE. "

B) Picture of the Masked Avenger and \Weaties on the back of
a box of Wheaties breakfast cereal and on the cover of “Life,”
“Time” and “Newsweek” nmgazi nes.
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END OF MONTAGE
| NT. MANSI ON - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
Cleo dusting with one hand and studying a script with the
other. The DOORBELL RINGS. She puts the duster and script
down and opens the door. At the door, Janet and Billy Jr.
smle warmy. Billy Jr. runs in and hugs C eo.

CLEO
Well, well, hows ny nmain man doi ng?

BILLY JR
| really m ssed you, C eo.

CLEO ( CONT' D)
| mssed you, too, Billy. H, Janet.

Conme in, conme in. |It's good to see
you.

JANET
Thanks, Cleo. |It's good to see you,
t 0o.

Janet | ooks around the room

JANET ( CONT' D)
Well, the place still |ooks the sane.
| really have mssed it. Hows Billy
Sr. been behavi ng?

CLEO
He's a changed man. Let's put it
this way, he's not the sanme jerk he
use to be, no offense. He's really
mel |l owed out. He found out what
conpassion is.

JANET
That's good to hear. Do you know
what he wanted to see ne about?

CLEO
Yes, but 1'lIl let himtell you.
Billy and George enter. Billy holds an envel ope in his hand.
Billy Jr. runs to Billy and hugs him
BILLY
Hell o, son. How goes it? Boy you're
| ooki ng good.
BILLY JR

Daddy, when am | com ng back hone?
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BI LLY ( CONT' D)
We're going to find out right now,

son.
JANET

This is for you, Janet. It's the

deed to the house. | just paid Ceorge

off. W own the house again.

Billy hands Janet the envel ope. Janet |ooks in surprise,
opens it and reads. Then, she | ooks at everyone in silence.
Then she wal ks to Billy, enbraces himand dries tears from
her eyes.

GEORGE
Congratul ati ons, Ms. Payton. You
waited a long tinme for this.

JANET
Thanks, George.

CLEO
| never thought |1'd see the day.

Bl LLY
To be honest, neither did I

BI LLY JR

Daddy, you didn't answer nme. Wen am | noving back hone
w th you?

BI LLY (CONT' D)
It's up to your nother now, Billy.

BI LLY JR

Can we nove back in now, monf? Pl ease.

JANET
(smles)
As soon as soneone gets our suitcases
out of the car, | was com ng hone

anyhow.
Janet smles, enbraces Billy. Everyone happy.
MONTAGE - BILLY AS THE MASKED AVENGER EMBRACES THE COWMUNI TY

A) The Masked Avenger and Weaties at a school. Then at a
ki ds’ basebal | ganme addressing the exuberant ki ds.

B) The Masked Avenger and Weaties at a civic affair, and
then a church function. He speaks to young kids and young
adults, their parents and civic leaders. Billy smles as he
tal ks. Hi s audi ences APPLAUD.
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END OF MONTAGE
@ NT. MOVIE STUDI O SOUND STAGE - DAY

MOVI E EXECUTI VES, ACTORS, CREW and REPORTERS attend a party
for the success of the Masked Avenger. BAND fromthe novie
PLAYS. The nood is festive. Billy and Tiny chat, while
near by, Johnny and Ted talk to reporters.

BI LLY
And to think, I didn't want to make
t he Masked Avenger. Well, thank God
you and Janet bugged ne until | did
it.

TI NY
|"mjust glad you listened to us.

Billy and Tiny put on their Hollywod smles and m ngl e,
shaki ng hands, noddi ng and saying hello to various people.

A bit apprehensive, Dillon Crawford approaches, forces a
half-smle, his left eye twtching nore than usual. Shakes
hands with Billy and Tiny.

DI LLON
Hey, Billy boy, how are you?

BI LLY
Just fine, Dllon.

DI LLON
Hey, Tiny. Don't see nuch of you
anynor e.

TI NY
Vell, lately |I've been staying hone
and counting ny noney. It keeps ne

pretty busy, you know.

DI LLON
(patroni zing smile)
Li sten, why don't you give ne a cal
when you have a chance. W'Il do
l unch and maybe tal k about a sequel.
You know, The Return of the Masked
Avenger .

BI LLY
Ni ckel and Dynme are all ready in pre-
production on it. Sorry, Dllon

DI LLON
(di sbelief)
What ? Ah...so, it wouldn't hurt to
co-produce or distribute. Gve ne a
call, okay? w' Il talk.
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BILLY
Sure, why not.

Billy and Tiny smle, nod goodbye to DIl on.

TI NY
That man is in bad shape. | think
[l call himfromtime to tinme and
ask what kind of deal he's offering
and sounding interested. Then |’|
just keep putting himoff.

BI LLY
| love it. Sweet revenge.

Billy I ooks at his watch.

BI LLY (CONT' D)
|'"d better get going. |'ve got to
get to the TV studio.

TI NY
You know, you don't always have to
say yes every time soneone wants you
to appear on sone TV show or at sone
benefit.

BI LLY
| don't mnd. | enjoy giving the
kids a few words of encouragenent
and direction. It nakes ne feel
good.

TI NY
Vell, if it makes you feel good.
Anyhow, thanks for comng to the
party; it was good P.R for us. [|I'm
going to stick around. 1'Ill watch
you later on TV.

Billy shakes hands with people as he | eaves.
EXT. THEATER - DAY

Mar quee reads, "KIDS | NCORPORATED TODAY WELCOVES " THE MASKED
Avenger AND HI S HORSE, WHEATIES. Your Host JOHNNY B. GOCDE.”

I NT. TV STUDI O - DAY
TV studi o houses an ent husi asti c audi ence of young ki ds.
ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
And now boys and girls, all over the

country, here's the host of Kids
| ncor porated, Johnny B. Goode.
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Carrying a plaque, JOANNY B. GOODE wal ks on stage and waves
to kids who APPLAUD and CHEER

JOHNNY B. GOODE
H, kids, and wel conme to Kids
| ncor porated! Today our guest is
Anmerica' s nunber one hero. So, let's
not waste any tine and give a big
Ki ds I ncorporated welcone to the
Masked Avenger and his horse,
Wheat i es!

SCREAMS and APPLAUSE fill the room once nore as the Masked
Avenger rides on stage atop Wheaties. Weaties stands on
his hind legs, WH NNIES and kicks his front legs into the
air.

MASKED AVENGER
(in deep echo)
The force of evil that lurks in the
hearts of men will neet it's destiny,
destruction and ultimate doom when
it answers to..., the Masked Avenger.
Get it on, Weaties, away!

LI GATNI NG and THUNDER are heard. The ki ds APPLAUD and CHEER
even louder. Finally, the Masked Avenger disnounts next to
Johnny. KIDS in audi ence qui et down.

JOHNNY B. GOCDE
Wel cone to Kids Incorporated, Msked
Avenger .

MASKED AVENGER
Thank you Johnny, and Kids
| ncorporated for inviting Weaties
and nme to visit you. Right, Weaties.

VWheaties WHINNIES, then strikes the floor several tines with
his right hoof. The kids APPLAUD \Weati es.

JOHNNY B. GOODE

It's our pleasure, Masked Avenger.
And of course Weaties. Now, on
behal f of Kids Incorporated, | want
to present you with this plaque.

(reads pl aque)
"To the Man of the Year - The Masked
Avenger. Thanks for your inspiration
to the youth of Anerica. From Kids
| ncor porated.”

The Audi ence APPLAUDS.
MASKED AVENGER

Wel |, thanks again, Johnny.
( MORE)
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MASKED AVENGER ( CONT' D)
And t hank you Kids I ncorpor at ed.
" mvery touched. \Weaties and |
appreciate it very nmuch. Don't we
Wheat i es?

Wheati es nods his head and paws the floor once again. Kids
APPLAUD agai n.

JOHNNY B. GOCDE
Now, | have a surprise for all of
you here and out there in TV | and.
Next nmonth, Kids Incorporated wll
hold its first Father and Son Parade
agai nst drugs and wll have as its
Grand Marshal, the Masked Avenger
and Wheaties. What do you all think
of that, kids?

Ki ds APPLAUD wi | dly and hold up placards reading: "Don't Be
A Dope - Stay Of Dope" - "Only Dopes Use Dope."

A young boy PLAYS the CALVARY CHARCE on his trunpet.

KIDS | N AUDI ENCE
CHARGE

I NT. MANS|I ON HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Mean- | ooki ng and ruthl ess nob boss, DON CARM NE DELLARI PA
(fifties), watches Kids Incorporated on his TV with his el even-
year-old SON who is dressed |ike the Masked Avenger.

JOHNNY B. GOCOD
| hope all the bad guys out there
are wat chi ng.

CARM NE DELLARI PA
(munbl es)
Ch, don't worry, we're watching.

On TV, the Masked Avenger | ooks into the canera.

MASKED AVENGER
|"'msure this will send the nessage
that the new generation of kids are
different and will take responsibility
for their actions.

JOHNNY B. GOCOD
And when the bad guys see the
t housands of fathers and sons marchi ng
in the parade across the country,
they' Il realize that their power is
comng to an end. Right, kids?

Ki ds APPLAUD and hold up anti-drug signs once again.



68.
Angry, Dellaripa grabs the tel ephone and Dl ALS.

DELLARI PA
Hello. This is Carmne Dell ari pa.
Call an executive neeting of the
corporation. Code nane, Misked
Avenger. Tell themit's an energency.

DELLARI PA' S SON
(i nterrupting-excited)
Daddy, daddy! Can we go march in
t he parade agai nst drugs with the
Masked Avenger ?

Del l ari pa frowns in anguish, clicks off the TV.
I NT. HEALTH SPA WORKOUT ROOM - DAY

Many gangsters dressed in hip-multi-colored gymsuits and
wearing Fedora hats, comcally work out. Qher gangsters
dressed in pin-striped suits frown at the ones in gym
clothing. Gangsters speak in several |anguages. Dellaripa
RI DES hi s exercise bicycle while others subtly try to inpress
their fellow hoods with their strength.

A GANGSTER snoking a cigar and wearing a Fedora, pulls a
heavy wall pulley weight fromthe wall and smles confidently.
Fel | ow nobsters nod and smle in admration. After a few
seconds, the gangster loses his strength. The weight springs
back pulling the gangster back against the wall. H's head
CRASHES | oudly against the wall. He then slowy wlts to

the floor. Gangsters grimace and turn away.

Del | ari pa nods to a bodyguard.

BODYGUARD
( SHOUTS)
CGentl enmen!  Your attention please.
Don Carm ne Dell ari pa wi shes to speak
now.

Del l ari pa gets off his bike, faces the nen.

DELLARI PA
Gentl emen! Thank you for attending
this very inportant neeting. W've
all been wondering why our busi ness
has been off as nuch as 30 to 40

percent. Well, by a strange
coi nci dence, our business started
going down hill after the novie "The

Masked Avenger and his Horse Weaties"
cane out. Think about it a second.

Gangsters MUMBLE to each other regarding this.
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GANGSTER #1
You think the Masked Avenger novie
is the cause of our |o0sing noney.

CARM NE DELLARI PA
| know it is. That was bad enough.
Now t his Hol |l ywood actor, this Billy
Payt on who pl ays the Masked Avenger
is going to march in an anti-drug
father and son parade. This is even
goi ng to make things worse than they
are.

GANGSTERS
"Let's just shove himinto a pizza
oven!" "Let's take hi m skydiving
Wi th no parachute.” "Let' drown him
in avat of olive oil." "Let's feed
himto the cal amari

CARM NE DELLARI PA
Granted, it would be easy to elimnate
him however, it m ght make him a
martyr and just nmake things worse.
Not only that, but the noney we've
| ost due to his heroics would be
| ost.

GANGSTER
So, what do you propose?

DELLARI PA
"1l wite hima letter warning him
to stay away fromthe parade. |
don't know if that's going to stop
hi m because he's a hero, but | know
he won't be able to sleep too good

at night.
GANGSTER
That's all, just keep himup at night.
What about the noney he caused us to
| ose?
DELLARI PA

Well, then | propose, if he decides
to be in the parade, that we ki dnap
this Tinsel Town cowboy and hold him
for a ten-mllion dollar ransom so
we get the noney back we | ost.

APPLAUD AND CHEER

GANGSTER
Brilliant idea. Absolutely fantastic!
Let's take a vote.

( MORE)



GANGSTER ( CONT' D)
All those in favor of Don Dellaripa's
pl an rai se their hands.

Everyone in the roomraises their hand.

GANGSTER #2
What if they don't pay the ransonf

DELLARI PA
So, we'd be no worse off than we are
now. At least, this way, we stand a
chance of getting our noney back
Anyway it goes, we're still going to
bl ow hi maway. This wll also act
as a deterrent to future heros who
get in our way.

GANGSTER
| know this sounds silly, but what
about the Masked Avenger's horse,

Wheat i es?
DELLARI PA
H s horse? | forgot about him
(sml es)
Hell, let’s kidnap the horse, too.

The men LAUGH, WH STLE and APPLAUD in agreenent.

GANGSTER #2
G eat idea, Don Dellaripa.

DELLARI PA
And since | have nore experience
with horses than the rest of you. As
you know ny horse Sinbad wll be
running in the Gold Cup at Hol | ywood
Park this week, | will handle the
Masked Avenger operation personally.

OLD GANGSTER
Grazie, Don Dellaripa, grazie. |If
you handl e the operation, we all
know our troubles are over.

THE GANGSTERS APPLAUD

DELLARI PA
Al right, thank you gentl enen,
nmeeti ng adj ourned. GCh, by the way,
anyone interested in joining nmy health
center, see ne.

Sone gangsters approach Dellaripa with noney to sign up,
ot her gangsters go back to comcally working out.

70.
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Behi nd the commotion a picture hangs on the wall show ng
Del l ari pa proudly standing next to his horse, Sinbad.

| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
Cl eo dusting and studying a script at the sanme tine. GCeorge

enters fromfront door with the mail in his hand. Billy,
dressed as the Masked Avenger enters the from upstairs.

BI LLY
(to deo)
Well, how s our novie star today?
Studying a script, | see. Wen you

becone fanous, don't forget who gave
you your first break.

CLEO
You call playing the part of a
drowni ng woman who said, "Curgle
gurgle,” and getting a drink poured
on ny head ny first break?

Bl LLY

W all had to start sonewhere
CLEO

Well, | nust have been fabul ous

because an agent sent nme this script.

GEORGE
|"m sorry she ever started this acting
thing, sir. Now she wants to take
bal | et and singing | essons.

CLEO
Move over, Woopi Col dberg!

Cl eo LAUGHS, George frowns then finishes sorting mail, hands
Billy a letter.

GEORGE
This is odd. Here's one addressed to
t he Masked Avenger, sir.

BILLY
Hmm Usually, all the Masked Avenger
mai | goes to the studio.

As Billy reads the letter, his face beconmes solemm. Janet
enters the roomand sees Billy reading the letter.

JANET
Aletter fromyour girlfriend?

BILLY
It's nothing.



JANET
Not hi ng? | know you too well, Billy.

BI LLY
| said it's nothing.

JANET
Vell, if it's nothing, let ne read
it.

BILLY
| told you, it's nothing.

Playfully, Janet grabs the letter fromBilly.
to grab it back, but Janet holds it away fromhim Finally,

Janet

reads it.

JANET
You call this nothing? They want to
kill you!
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Billy tries

BILLY
It's just a crank letter.
GEORGE
Who wants to kill M. Payton?
JANET
It doesn't say. It just says if he
attends the parade today, it'll be
his | ast.
BILLY
It's just some harml ess weirdo.
CLEO
You' d better call the police, Billy.
BILLY
No, I'mtelling you it's just a crank
letter.
CLEO
This is real life now, not the novies.
Wy take a chance?
BILLY
Not hing's going to happen. 1'Il be
wi th the mayor and the governor.
W'l |l be surrounded by police and
Secret Service nen.
GEORGE
You still should report this to the

police, sir. It’'s best to play it
saf e.
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BILLY
If | did, they mght not let nme go.
And if | didn't go, a lot of kids
woul d be di sappoi nt ed.

JANET
Billy, you're not the Masked Avenger!
You're Billy Payton the actor. You
have to separate the two. You're
not a live crusader who has to put
his life on the |ine.

BI LLY
| know |I'm not a crusader, but the
Masked Avenger is. | have nothing

to dowthit. Billy Payton doesn't
have to be there, but the Masked
Avenger does.

JANET
Billy, this is crazy!

BILLY
Janet, everything is going to be al
right. Let’s go George.

Janet and Cleo look at Billy with concern as he wal ks out
t he door wth George.

EXT. - MANSI ON - LI MO - CONTI NUOUS

Billy gets in the passenger’s side. As George wal ks around
the Linpb, he stops and pulls out a gun fromhis inside coat
pocket, checks it, then slides it back. Billy and George

DRI VE down residential streets toward Sunset Boul evard in
silence. Suddenly, two cars converge on Lino, force it off
the road. Billy and George junp out and hide behind a tal
pal mtree. Bad guys start shooting. George grabs his gun and
di scovers there’s no bullets. Bad guys close in and knock
Billy and George unconscious. Take Billy with them

EXT. STEPS OF CITY HALL - DAY

Large signs read: "FATHER AND SON PARADE AGAI NST DRUGS. "

Exci tenent abounds. Happy MARCHERS assenble with their anti-
drug placards. MARCHI NG BAND |ines up. The MAYOR and

DI GNIl TARIES await the arrival of the Masked Avenger and
VWeaties. The mayor | ooks at his watch.

MAYOR
| wonder what's keeping the Masked
Avenger? He's a half an hour Ilate.

A MAN wal ks up to the mayor, hands hima note then quickly
di sappears into the crowd. The mayor reads it and then
hurries to the m crophone.
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MAYOR ( CONT' D)
Ladi es and gentlenen. | have an
announcenent to make. Billy Payton,
t he Masked Avenger and \Weati es have
been ki dnapped!

Loud GASPS and | ooks of horror show on the faces of the
peopl e.

MAYCR ( CONT' D)
The ki dnappers are demandi ng ten
mllion dollars ransomor they wll
kill them bot h.

Loud GASPS bel | ow once again fromthe people.

MAYOR ( CONT' D)
|"m sure these evil nmen think this
will stop the parade, but they're
wong. |'msure that the Masked
Avenger and Weaties woul d want us
to go on. Strike up the nmusic, we're
mar chi ng!

The angry crowd CHEERS. The band PLAYS and the determ ned
peopl e begin the march.

EXT. I NSI DE HOLLYWOOD PARK - LATE NI GHT

A truck and a lino DRIVE and park near a horse stall in a
renmote section of Hollywod Park. MEN get out of the truck
and Linmo. A man opens the rear door of the truck and wal ks
VWeaties down the lowered tail gate into a stall.

DELLARI PA
Ckay, bring out our hero.

The Linmo trunk is opened. Men pull out a |inp, groggy and
battered Billy - still dressed as the Masked Avenger - with
hi s hands bound behi nd hi m

DELLARI PA ( CONT' D)
Wl conme to the real world, M. Tinse
Town. This ain't the novies no nore.
The good guys don't win around here.
Ckay, throw himin the stall with
t he nag.

The nmen drag Billy to a horse stall and throw hi minside
w th Wheaties, and then |ock the door. The nen turn to
Del | ari pa.

DELLARI PA (CONT’ D) ( CONT' D)
(poi nts)
Now, | want you two guys to stand in
front of this door and shoot anyone
who gets near it, capisce?
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The two nen nod yes. Dellaripa and the other hoods | eave.
MONTAGE - MYSTERY MAN
(The face of the nystery man in the foll ow ng scenes w |
not be shown until later. He will always be shown fromthe
back, from a di stance or sone other indistinguishable shot).
A) INT. DI NGY HOTEL ROOM - DAY
MAN r eads newspaper. Headline reads, "BILLY PAYTON Kl DNAPPED -
KI DNAPPERS DEMAND 10 M LLI ON DOLLARS. " Snal |l er headl i ne reads,
"ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLAR REWARD OFFERED. " The man qui ckly
packs his suitcase and hurries out the door.

B) INT. AIRPORT TICKET COUNTER - N GHT MYSTERY MAN BUYI NG A
TICKET. C) EXT. AIRPORT - CONTI NUCUS

Airpl ane takes off.

D) EXT. L.A. | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT - DAY
Ai rpl anes | ands.

E) EXT. SLEASY HOTEL - DOWNTOM L.A. - DAY
Mystery man enters.

F) EXT. SLEASY HOTEL - NI GHT

Man exits, wal ks down the street.

G EXT. POOL HALL - CONTI NUOUS

Man enters.

H) INT. POOL HALL - CONTI NUOUS

Mystery man tal ks to seedy | ooki ng MANAGER. Manager whi spers
to nystery man who | eaves.

) INT. SLEAZY NI GHTCLUB - CONTI NUQGUS

Mystery man whi spering to SI NI STER LOOKI NG MAN i n a dark
corner. They talk a few mnutes, then the nystery man | eaves,
slips the man sone noney and wal ks out. As he does, he sees
newspaper headl i nes: "GOVERNOR REFUSES TO PAY RANSOM FOR
MASKED AVENGER AND WHEATI ES. "

END OF MONTAGE
EXT. HORSE STALL HOLLYWOOD PARK - DAY
The two gangsters still guard the horse stall where the Masked

Avenger and Wieaties are held captive. Loud CHEERI NG from
racetrack grandstands nearby as horse races are in progress.
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Mysterious man appears nearby and slowly and cautiously sneaks
toward the Masked Avenger's stall.

| NT. HORSE STALL HOLLYWOOD PARK - CONTI NUOUS

Wheaties casually eats hay. Billy sitting against the wall
in the sem-dark stall. Billy unsuccessfully tries to break
the ropes that bind him

BI LLY
Weaties, why can't you be |ike other
cowboy horses and chew these ropes
of f of me?

Wheati es WHI NNI ES and conti nues eati ng.
EXT. HORSE STALL - CONTI NUOUS

The nysterious man (his face still not seen) sneaks cl oser
toward the horse stall. Finally, the nman stands behi nd stacks
of hay near the two gangsters. Mn slinks back as he sees
Carm ne Dell aripa and his hoods approach the stall.

GANGSTER GUARDS 1&
Hi , boss.

DELLARI PA
Yeah, yeah, just open the stall door.

The two nen quickly OPEN the door. Billy blinks his eyes
fromthe sunlight.

DELLARI PA ( CONT' D)
Wel |, good afternoon, Masked Avenger.
Did you sleep well?

BILLY
Not too bad.

DELLARI PA
Well, it seens they ain't gonna pay
your ransom

BILLY

You didn't actually expect to get
the ransom did you?

DELLARI PA
To tell you the truth, yes. |I'm
actual ly di sappointed. | thought
they'd pay. But you can't win them
all. You and the horse were going

to die either way.
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BILLY
VWhat? You're going to kill Wheati es,
t 00?

DELLARI PA
Nat ural ly.

BILLY

But the horse doesn't have anything
to do with this.

DELLARI PA
How touching. Well, Billy Payton
doesn't have anything to do with it
either. But the Masked Avenger and
Wheaties got everything to do with
it.

One of his hoods shows Dellaripa his wistwatch.

GANGSTER #2
Boss, it's alnost tine for the big
race.

DELLARI PA

Vel |, adios Masked Avenger. You
know, it's too bad Weaties and ny
horse, Sinbad, never raced. Oh,
wel | ...

Del l ari pa and his hoods | eave. The two gangsters guarding
the stall CLOSE the door and remain on guard. The nysterious
man behi nd the hay watches. Suddenly, a dog with a ball in
hi s nout h approaches the nysterious man. The dog puts the
ball down in front of the man and starts BARKING The man
tries to chase the dog away.

GANGSTER #1
| wonder what that dog is barking
about ?

The nystery man grabs the ball and throws it over the stacks
of hay. The ball hits a stall door near the gangsters. The
gangsters pull out their guns. The dog runs and picks up
the ball in his nouth and wags its tail at the gangsters.
The gangsters smle, put their guns away, and bend over and
pet the dog.

GANGSTER #2
Ni ce pooch. You know, | hate to say
this but the pooch here kinda | ooks
just like M. Dellaripa.

GANGSTER #1
Christ, don't say that!



78.

As the gangsters pet the dog, the nystery man sneaks up and
hits their heads together knocking themout. Quickly, the
mystery man opens the stall, unties Billy and then | eads him
outside. \Weaties follows. After a few seconds, Billy
focuses his eyes on his unknown benef actor.

BILLY
Al fiel
ALFI E
Hey, Billy. How s ny favorite cousin?
BILLY
Is it really you?
ALFI E
Sure is. I'll have you free in a
mnute. Are you okay?
BILLY
Yeah. | just can't believe you risked

your life to save ne?
Al fie finishes untying Billy's hands.

ALFI E
Hey, | love you, Billy. 1'd do
anything for you. Maybe this wll
make up for the hard feelings over
t he noney | enbezzled from you.

BI LLY
Hey, consider the debt paid.

ALFI E
| told you back in Vegas it m ght
cone in handy soneday to have a crook
inthe famly.

BI LLY
| hate to say it, but you're right.
How did you find ne?

ALFI E
| just asked a few of ny business
associ at es.

BI LLY
|"mglad you found ne. They were
actually going to kill ne.

ALFI E

| know. That's why |'m here.

Anot her group of Dellaripa' s hoods appear wal king toward the
stable. The nen see Billy and Alfie and run toward t hem
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ALFI E ( CONT' D)

Ch, no! | can't let those nen see
nmy face. |f they recognize ne,
they'll blow nme away. | gotta get

out of herel

BILLY
Look, take off. \eaties and | wll
get themto chase us. Meet ne |later
at the police station. Now, get out
of here!

Alfie hurries away. Billy junps on top of Wueaties and rides
off. The hoods SHOOT at them A bell RINGS in the distance.
A ROAR goes up fromthe crowd watching the GOLD CUP on the
race track.

ANNOUNCER (O S.)
(in the distance)
They're off! 1t's Sinbad breaking
on top.

Billy rides Wheaties through a | abyrinth of corrals and paths
as BULLETS ZING by him As he continues to ride, he
accidentally hits his head on a | ow hangi ng wooden corr al
post. Billy wobbles on the horse..

He recovers quickly, but the blowto his head causes confusion
in his thinking process. He shakes his head trying to gather
hi s thoughts and, suddenly, now thinks he's the Masked
Avenger .

MASKED AVENGER

VWhat's going on, \Weaties? Were am
| ?

Wheaties stands on his hind | egs and WH NNI ES.

MASKED AVENGER ( CONT' D)
(in deep echo)
The force of evil that lurks in the
hearts of nmen will neet its destiny,
destruction and ultimate doom when
it answers to the Masked Avenger.
Get it on, Weaties, away!

LI GHTNI NG and THUNDER ROAR i n the sky. The Masked Avenger
races away as nore bullets ZI NG past him

MASKED AVENGER ( CONT' D)
(1 ncoherent)
We have to find Mean Tony LaNazzo .
He's a nenace to our youth. Cee,
hope Cass can rent a horse trailer.
Two Tommy's hot dogs to go, am go.
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Suddenly, the Masked Avenger and Wheaties dart through an
opening in a fence and find thenselves on the race track in
the mddl e of the HORSES running for the Gold Cup.

MASKED AVENGER ( CONT' D)
It | ooks |like we caught up with the
posse, \Weaties. W' d better see if
we can find the sheriff up front.
Get it on, Weaties, away!

The Masked Avenger urges on Weaties who races in and out of
horses gai ning ground on Carm ne Dellaripa's horse, Sinbad,
who | eads the race.

| NT. RADI O ANNOUNCER S BOOTH - CONTI NUQUS
The Announcer watches with w de eyes.

ANNOUNCER

(into m crophone)
You're not going to believe this
| adi es and gentl enen, but sone crazy
horse just ran onto the race track
and is running in the race.

(1 ooks through his

bi nocul ar s)

Ladi es and gentl enmen, the nysterious
horse and rider is none other
t han...the Masked Avenger and
Wheaties! They nust have escaped
t he ki dnappers! They're free!

The cromd CHEERS wildly. [In the stands, Carm ne Dell aripa
and his henchmen |listen and watch in disbelief.

DELLARI PA
How the hell did they escape?

HENCHVAN #1
| don't know, but | think it's tinme
we get out of here, boss.

DELLARI PA
W ain't leaving till after the race.
| want that trophy.

H dden behind a concession stand, Alfie talks to police and
points to Dellaripa and his nmen in the stands. The police
slowy surround t hem

ANNOUNCER (O S.)
This is unbelievable! Weaties is
running fourth and noving up to
challenge! He's third! He's second!
He's chal | engi ng, Sinbad. They're
neck and neck.

( MORE)
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ANNOUNCER (O. S.) (CONT' D)
They're com ng down to the finish
line! It's Sinbad! No, it's
Wheaties! No, it's Sinbad!
No. .. Wheati es w ns!

Fans CHEER in jubilation as the Masked Avenger and \Weati es
enter the winner's circle. Dellaripa and his nmen quickly
head for the exit but find the police blocking their way.
Del l ari pa and the gangsters turn and run onto the race track
where they confiscate an enpty parked security car and drive
toward an exit. The Masked Avenger sees Dellaripa and his
men.

MASKED AVENGER
There goes Mean Tony LaNazzo and
hi s henchnen, Weaties! W can't
I et himescape. GCet it on, Weati es,
awaaaay!

The Masked Avenger and \Weaties pursue Dellaripa and his nen
who SHOOT, salvo after salvo, at the evasive, acrobatic,
trick-riding Masked Avenger.

MASKED AVENGER ( CONT' D)
Hey, Weaties! Wien did we |learn
how to do all these fancy tricks?

A police car blocks off the exit, bringing Dellaripa s car
to a SCREECHI NG halt. The gangsters junp out and run but
are cornered by the Masked Avenger and Weaties, who stands
on his hind | egs and kicks his hoofs wildly in the air. The
gangsters cower in fear. The Masked Avenger junps off
Wheat i es.

MASKED AVENGER ( CONT' D)
Got you, Mean Tony LaNazzo. Now you
and your nmen are going to answer to
the wath of the Masked Avenger.

DELLARI PA
Wio the hell is Mean Tony LaNazzo?

MASKED AVENGER
A coward too. You won't even answer
to your famly nane.

The Masked Avenger and Wieaties fight Dellaripa and his
henchnmen and beat theminto subm ssion as the fans in the
stands CHEER. The police arrive and handcuff the battered
crooks. The fans give the Masked Avenger and Weaties a
standi ng OVATION as they trot back in front of the
grandstands. Suddenly, the fans GASP as the Masked Avenger
faints and falls off of Wheaties.
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I NT. OFFI CE - POLI CE STATION - LATER

Billy, Janet, Tiny and the chief of police talking. Billy
wi th his head bandaged. Janet with her arnms around Billy.

CHI EF
That was an incredible feat you pulled
off at the track capturing Dellaripa
and hi s henchnen.

BI LLY
(still dazed)
What did you say?

JANET
He's trying to tell you that you're
a real hero.

TI NY
You sure are. Fifty thousand fans
at the track and mllions nore on
tel evi sion saw what you did. You're
an honest to God hero, Billy. Do
you realize what this is going to do
for the picture!? The take is going
to be fantastic!

BI LLY
(still groggy)
Thank God, it was a good take. |
woul dn't want to redo that scene
agai n.

JANET
What scene? Billy, are you all right?
Can't you renenber?

BI LLY
Al | can renenber is that Afie
rescued ne.

JANE- TI NY
Al fie!

TI NY

You gotta be kidding? Are you sure
you didn't imagine it?

BI LLY
No, it was Alfie all right. He
knocked out the two nmen who were
guarding ne and set ne free.

CH EF
Alfie's a mghty brave man. And, so
are you. Were is Alfie now?
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Bl LLY
He had to take off fast so none of
t he crooks woul d recognize him |
told himto neet nme here.

CH EF
"' m ki nd of confused. Wiy woul d the
crooks recogni ze Alfie?

BI LLY
It's a long story, chief. And ny
head hurts too much right now.

TI NY
| still can't believe it.

JANET
Maybe, Alfie's changed his ways,
Tiny. Although, it’'s really hard for
me to believe.

Smling confidently, Alfie walks into the office.

ALFI E
Hel | o everyone.

Bl LLY- TI NY- JANET
Alfiel

Billy wal ks over and enbraces Alfie.

BILLY
Captain, this is ny cousin, Afie
Payton. If it wasn't for him 1'd
be dead now. Alfie, | had you al
wr ong.

ALFI E
Billy, don't you realize | got your
back. W're famly. H, Janet.
How you doing, Tiny, nice to see
you.

JANET
Hello, Alfie. Thanks for saving
Billy. That was very brave.

ALFI E
Hey, when the chips are down, famly
hel ps famly.

TI NY
(suspi ci ous)
still can't believe you did it,
f

|
Alfie.
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It took a | ot of courage to do what
you did Alfie.
(studies Alfie)
You know, it seens like |'ve seen
your face sonewhere before?

ALFI E
(nervous- | ooks away)
| don't think so.

CH EF
That's funny. | never forget a face.
Well, | think you deserve the reward
you' re probably going to get.

ALFI E
(feigning i nnocence)
VWhat reward?

TI NY
That's it! Now | know why Alfie
saved you, Billy. It was a reward!

That's what it was.

ALFI E
Tiny, | told you why |I saved Billy.
It's because we're famly.

TI NY
Ch, the reward had nothing to do
withit?

BI LLY
| don’t know anythi ng about a reward.

TI NY

You didn't know that the mayor posted

a hundred thousand dollar reward for
Billy's safe return?

ALFI E
A hundred thousand dollars. Ww Am
| 1 ucky.

BI LLY
Wiy you lying, no good rat. You
didn't save ne because |'m your
cousin. You saved ne for the noney!

ALFI E
How can you say that, Billy. | |ove
you. | swear | didn't know a thing

about it! The noney doesn't nmean a
thing to ne. Honest!

84.
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BILLY
No! Well, in that case, you won't
m nd donating it to the War on Drugs
Fund?

ALFI E
Hold on! | really don't see anything
wong wth keeping the noney if there
was a reward. After all, | did save
your life.

BILLY

Captain, arrest this man. He has a
warrant out on himfor enbezzl ement.

CH EF
Now | remenber where | saw his face
before. It was on a wanted poster.
ALFI E

Wait, Billy! You said | didn't owe
you anynore because | rescued you.
A deal is a deal

BILLY
Funny, | don't remenber saying that.
O course, if you want to donate the
nmoney, | mght w thdraw t he charges.

|'msure the chief wouldn't m nd

CH EF
|"m sure we coul d work sonet hi ng
out, unless he wants to go to jail.

ALFI E
But, but, Billy.

BILLY
Then agai n, we can al ways put your
picture in the newspaper. |'msure

Carm ne Dellaripa wuuld Iike to know
who saved ne.

ALFI E
VWait, wait, wait! No pictures please!
Ckay, you win. It's a deal

EXT. BEVERLY HI LLS - MOVI E STAR TOUR BUS - DAY

Benny’' s Movie Star Tour bus drives through the streets of
Beverly Hills. BENNY nods his head to Raggae MJSI C pl ayi ng
softly on his portable radio as he calls out those who live
in the mansions. Stops in front of a beautiful mansion.
Gardener wearing sonbrero | ow over his head works

hal f heartedly on | awn.
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I NT. TOUR BUS - CONTI NUCUS

BENNY
And this magnificent mansi on bel ongs
to Billy Payton, the Masked Avenger.

Eager TOURI STS gawk out of the bus’s w ndow.

MAN
Ww It certainly is beautiful

MAN S W FE
It's just the kind of mansion
figured he'd live in.

WOVAN
Wasn't he just great as the Masked
Avenger ?

WOVAN S HUSBAND
He sure was.

WOVAN
Say, what's his gardener trying to
do? Look!

WOMAN' S HUSBAND
That maniac is actually trying to
mow t he ivy.

WOVAN
Billy ought to fire him
(exci ted)
Oh, | ook everyone! It's Billy Payton

and his wife. They're waving at us.
EXT. MANSI ON - CONTI NUOUS

Billy and Janet stand outside their front door waving at the
sightseers. The sightseers wave back ecstatically. Billy
and Janet then turn and wave at their new nei ghbors, George
and Cleo sitting on the mansi on porch next door.

Billy's notices the gardener who is now mangling the rose
bushes with his shears. (Gardener keeps his sonbrero | ow
over his head so he's not recogni zed)

BI LLY
(to Janet)
WI1l you |l ook the gardener? He's
rui ning the rose bushes.

JANET
| think he's actually worse than you
wer e when you were the gardener.
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BI LLY
Hey, gardener! Watch how you're
trimm ng those bushes!

Gardener lifts his sonbrero.

GARDENER ALFI E
Hey, if you don't like the way |'m
doing this, fire ne! You don't pay
me enough to conpl ain.

Alfie pulls his sonbrero down and goes back to work. Billy
and Janet smle and wave farewell to the departing tour bus.

As closing credits roll we see the Masked Avenger and Weati es
riding off into the sunset.

MASKED AVENGER
(in deep echo)
The force of evil that lurks in the
hearts of nmen will neet its destiny,
destruction and ultimate doom when
it answers to the Masked Avenger --
Get it on, Weaties, Awaaaay!

LI GATNI NG and THUNDER CRASH i n the sky.
THE END
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